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THE HISTORIC HOUSES REPORT 


AVY death duties and crippling taxation have combined 

within recent years to reduce the incomes of owners of 
large estates to a level at which it has no longer been possible 
to carry on without heavy annual calls on capital. The 
result has been that many estates have had to be broken up, 
the houses and their contents sold. Many fine houses of 
historic or architectural interest have been either demolished or 
converted to institutional and other uses. So serious had 
become the threat to what is now widely regarded as an im- 
portant cultural heritage that in December, 1948, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer appointed, under the chairmanship of Sir 
Ernest Gowers, a Committee “To consider and report what 
general arrangements might be made by the Government for 
the preservation, maintenance and use of houses of outstanding 
historic or architectural interest which might otherwise not be 
preserved, including, where desirable, the preservation of a 
house and its contents as a unity.”” The Report of the Com- 
mittee has now been published by the Treasury (H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 3s. net). It is an important document which 
thoroughly explores the whole complex subject and makes a 
number of thoughtful recommendations. 

The Committee have interpreted their terms of reference 
broadly and have regarded the word “house” as including 
gardens, parks, woods and lakes—in fact “so much of the 
surrounding countryside as serves to set off the building.” 
They point out that the interest of many classical houses is 
enhanged not only by the grounds round the house but also by 
the towers, temples, ‘“‘ gothick”’ ruins and other features which 
the landscape gardeners of the past placed in the distance, 
perhaps on dominant sites outside the park. They point out 
further that although the houses may be large or small, in the 
country or in the town, inhabited or uninhabited, and that 
their recommendations are intended to apply to all that fit the 
description, in practice it is mainly the big country mansions 
that set the problem—often representing “‘ an association of 
beauty, of art and of nature—the achievement often of centuries 
f effort which is irreplaceable, and has seldom, if ever, been 





equalled in the history of civilisation.’ The Committee hold 
that the present threat to such great houses brings us face to face 
with “a disaster comparable only to that which the country 
suffered by the Dissolution of the Monasteries in the 16th 
century.” 

Three possible expedients for alleviating their difficulties are 
open to-day to some owners of historic houses, though by no 
means all—(1) to come into the National Trust country house 
scheme, which means transfer of a house to the Trust, together 
with property yielding an income sufficient to maintain it, on the 
understanding that the owner and his successors will be per- 
mitted to live there; (2) to open a house to the public for a 
charge which may bring the owner under Case 1 of Schedule D, 
by satisfying the Inspector of Taxes that he is running his house 
commercially as a show-place with a view to the realisation of 
profits; and (3) adaptation to other uses such as flats, schools or 
other institutions. All these expedients have disadvantages, 
which the Committee point out. 


Surveying the existing machinery for the preservation of 
historic houses and their contents the Committee find that the 
departments and organisations are numerous and overlapping 
and that “the relevant provisions of the law have never been 
thought out as a’whole but have grown up sporadically. 
They are haphazard and unreliable.’ 


The Committee make a number of recommendations, the most 
important of which is that a statutory body should be created 
for England and Wales and another for Scotland and entrusted 
with duties both general and specific for furthering the preserva- 
tion of houses of outstanding historic or architectural interest. 
These Historic Buildings Councils, as they are called, should 
absorb the National Buildings Record and its Scottish Council 
and co-operate closely with the Royal Commissions on Ancient 
and Historical Monuments. (The admirable work of the National 
Trust would not be interfered with.) The Councils, it is 
suggested, should become the central authorities for advising 
Government Departments, the planning authorities, the owners 
and others on all matters relating to historic buildings and.their 
contents. In order to get rid of the confusion caused by the 
existence of two different sets of statutory provisions for the 
protection of historic houses it is recommended that the Ancient 





THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


= DEMOCRACY had not produced any good archi- 
tecture, but that the democratic ideal of freedom was 
necessary for architecture was a view expressed by Mr. 
Frank Lloyd Wright when he spoke at the annual prize- 
giving ceremony. of the Architectural Association on 
July 14, 
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THE COUNCIL of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
has decided to set up an ad hoc committee to review the 
reports of the Working Party on Building Operations 
and the Anglo-American Productivity Team, with par- 
ticular reference to matters which affect the architectural 
profession and to make recommendations. 102 

RECONSTRUCTION PROGRESS made in Holland 

since the war is reviewed in a report prepared by Mr. W. 

Keith Martin, following a recent visit to that country by 

members of the Southern Counties Federation of Building 

Trades’ Employers. 










PAGE 
THE NEED to reduce building costs and the question of 
increased building wages have been referred to by Mr. R. R. 
Costain, President L.M.B.A., as related parts of a single 


problem. 105 


“*“ BEFORE THE WAR no cement shortage ever occurred 
because the industry was always able to plan production 
ahead of demand and to build new factories when and 
where required,” said Lord Selborne, chairman of the 
Cement Makers’ Federation, in a recent statement 
explaining the reason for the cement shortage. He con- 
trasted this with the present-day difficulties which faced 


the industry in its development programme. 105 


INSISTENCE. on the full guaranteed week .of 44 hours 

as the first step towards the decasualisation of the industry 
was stressed by Mr. H. Adams in his presidential 
address to the national delegate conference of the 
A.U.B.T.W. at Porthcawl on July 17. 
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Monuments Acts should be amended so as no longer to apply 
to such houses, leaving them subject only to the relevant pro- 
visions of the Town and Country Planning Acts. The Councils 
should take over the responsibility for compiling the lists of 
buildings of special historic or architectural interest under the 
Town and Country Planning Acts, these being known as 
** designated houses ’’; contents would be listed where preserva- 
tion as a unity is desirable. A particularly important recom- 
mendation is that designated houses should, as far as possible, 
be preserved as private residences occupiea preferably by the 
families connected with them. Owner-occupiers should be 
entitled to certain tax reliefs subject to showing their houses to 
the public and certain other conditions. The Historic Buildings 
Councils should have wide powers of aiding the preservation of 
designated houses and their listed contents (including houses 
owned by local authorities or the National Trust) by giving 
expert advice, by carrying out works of repair and maintenance 
and by loans and grants at their discretion on such terms and 
conditions as they think fit; they should also have power to 
acquire properties and to hold and manage them until some 
suitable use can be found by which they can be preserved. 
Reviewing some of the uses to which historic houses might be 
put when they are no longer homes, the Committee consider 
and comment upon museums, schools, youth clubs and youth 
hostels, training of youth leaders, training of teachers, teachers’ 
courses and conferences, adult education, departments of 
universities, centres for music, drama and the arts, hotels, 
conversion into flats and offices. In connection with the last- 
named use the Committee are particularly critical of Govern- 
ment Departments, which, they say, ‘‘ruin any fine house that 
they may occupy,” and “hope that the Historic Buildings 
Council will regard it as part of its duty to safeguard interesting 
houses from being converted into offices, especially Government 
offices.” 
As to the care of ancient buildings, the Committee refer to 
the difficulty of procuring expert architectural advice and 
specialised craftsmanship, and suggest that one of the first tasks 





‘ 





: The Shell Office Building, San Bernardino, Caracas, is one of the 
few reinferced concrete structures erected in Venezuela. The 
architect was Dale Badgeley, of New York, and the construction 

engineers were Messrs. Christiani and Nielsen, of London. 
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of the Historic Buildings Council should be the specialiseg 
training of the architects and craftsmen who will be needed ip 
increasing numbers if the measures proposed are to be successfy}, 
There will be, they say, need both for mobile craftsmen, who cap 
be sent from job to job, and for craftsmen who are prepared to 
be attached to a particular house or group of houses for a long 
time. It will also be necessary to make full use of local skill, 


It is suggested that the Historic Buildings Councils shoul 
(like the Arts Council) be appointed by and responsible to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and that they should contain 
persons with special knowledge in the fields of history, arche. 
ology and.antiquities, architecture and the associated arts and 
crafts, and the fine arts, in particular, painting and furniture: 
together with a member or members with qualifications in law, 
in finance and in estate management. Chairmen or Vice. 
chairmen might serve full-time. The Councils, it is suggested, 
might be financed out of the National Land Fund, which has 
interest accruing at the rate of some £900,000 a year. 


The foregoing notes touch only briefly on the more out: 
standing features of the Report, which is a careful and compr.- 
hensive survey of the whole problem, demanding close study, 
It includes several appendices—one of special interest on “ The 
Protection of Historic Buildings and their Contents in France” 
—as well as a number of photographic illustrations of historic 
British houses representative of various periods. The Com. 
mittee, which, in addition to Sir Ernest Gowers, consisted of 
Lady Anderson, Mr. W. H. Ansell, Professor A. F. Blunt, Sir 
Cyril Fox, Sir John Imrie and Mr. J. C. Little, with Mr. A. E, L, 
Parnis as secretary, sat for over a year, held 26 meetings, 
received oral and written evidence from 109 organisations and 
private individuals and visited 26 houses of representative 
character. 

The Report is not likely to be received with unanimous 
approval for, as Lord Pakenham said in the House of Lords, 
when thanking the Committee for their work, the recommenda- 
tions cover a wide field and raise some large issues of policy; 
and legislation will be required to give effect to them. No 
objection, we should think, is likely to be raised to the proposal 
to co-ordinate and consolidate existing legislation on the subject, 
for it is confusing and unreliable. Nor should there be any 
serious opposition to the creation of yet another body of officials 
or, as Sir Ernest Gowers has said, it involves only the merging 
of numerous bodies that already exist independently, and thu 








will tend to reduce the number of officials. The most conten 
tious part of the Report is the proposal to give tax relief to the 
occupants of these great private houses. The philistine view 
is that these places are useless survivals of past ages and that i 
the owners cannot afford to keep them up there is no case fo 
transferring their responsibilities to the public. Few will agr 
with this. As the Pilgrim Trustees said in their evidence, “ 
houses are, and always have been, the homes of their owners 
constructed for family life, and gathering through the generatio 
the charm and spirit associated with that peculiarly Engli 
word ‘home.’ They are not merely beautiful structures, bu 
possess an indefinable atmosphere as the centres of a hi 
civilised home life. To convert them into mere ‘ show-places 
or to institutionalise them as museums, Government ol 
hospitals, or schools, would deprive them of their intima 
character and rob them of their ‘soul’. The feeling of 
nation, judging from the thousands of ordinary people 
flock to those that are open to the public, is that these gr 
houses should be preserved as homes with all their amenl 
and treasures. Conflict of opinion is likely to arise only over 
form that the necessary help to owners should take—whethe 
that is to say, there should be monetary grants or special reli 
from taxation. This Parliament must decide. 


Whatever controversy their Report may arouse, it will | 
generally agreed that the-Committee, in exploring this uf 
and difficult matter so thoroughly and making recommendati0 
upon it, have done a most valuable work deserving the grat 
thanks of the nation. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


The Gaiety Theatre 


[THEATRES must surely be among the 

most short-lived of buildings. To the 
many which have disappeared from the 
London scene this century we shall soon 
have to add the Gaiety, which is no more 
than 46 years old. It is to be pulled down 
and a building for the Government of 
India erected on its site. One of the earliest 
buildings to be put up in connection with 
the Aldwych-Kingsway town planning im- 
provement, which wiped out a squalid if 
picturesque area of central London, it 
superseded the old theatre of the same name 
that used to stand on the corner of 
Catherine-street, which formerly debouched 
into the Strand instead of ending in Aldwych, 
as it does to-day. Architecturally the new 
Gaiety was the work of two men—Ernest 
Runtz for the interior and Norman Shaw for 
the external elevations. Outwardly thie 
building does little, if anything, to justify 
its name; in point of fact, it is a rather 
heavy-handed piece of work, with several 
pedimented windows of the “ blind” order, 
an extravagant if imposing open colonnade 
above, and ponderous scrolled “stops” at 
the sides of the semi-circular entrance front, 
also open-colonnaded and crowned with a 
rather ugly dome, with qwils-de-beuf under- 
hung with coarse swags. Shaw had a weak- 
ness for colonnades—witness the Piccadilly 
Hotel on both frontages. He apparently 
introduced those at the Gaiety in the belief 
that patrons would refresh themselves with 
a stroll about these wide open spaces during 
the intervals, whereas, of course, what they 
really needed was more space for refresh- 
ments of a different kind. | Whatever its 
defects as a building, the Gaiety, with its 
light-hearted memories of Edwardian musi- 
cal comedy, was regarded by Londoners with 
no small measure of affection. London will 
seem a poorer place when it has gone. 


Unit Without Unity. 


IN THEIR QUEST for a true analysis of the 
Subject, theorists in modern architecture 
have, in a comparatively short period, 
turned full circle many times within the 
limits of their conception. After such 
convolutions, something of a contemporary 
code has materialised, and woe betide the 
defaulters of this newly imposed language 
in architecture. 

One of the principles of this new code is 
the need to create an atmosphere of 
neighbourliness; not, of course, particularly 
new in its concept. However, the rule now 
is to create a standard of harmony and keep 
it running throughout various groups and 
grouping of buildings, a theory carried out 
to perfection by the Georgians. 

It.was, therefore, somewhat disappointing 
to see in the recently published plans and 
photographs of the buildings that will form 
the Lansbury Neighbourhood Unit, Poplar, 
which is to comprise the live architecture 
exhibition in the Festival of Britain, that the 
Unit lacks all signs of coherence in its 
architectural expression. Before the intro- 
duction of town planning, lack of cohesion 
was accepted as inevitable, but in using the 
word “unit” the promoters of the Lansbury 
scheme have led us to expect a project which 
exhibits every facet of contemporary 
architectural and town planning develop- 
ment. 

Unfortunately, the scheme, as it may at 
present be visualised, imparts a picture of 
mediocrity, One or two of the individual 
designs evoke interest, but when built, the 
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Unit will hardly be expressive of the best 
contemporary thought; freshness and in- 
ventiveness would appear to be sadly 
lacking, and for general urbanity and style 
we will still have to look back to the 
Georgians; a poor situation in these days of 
architectural enlightenment. 


Taxation and Large Estates. 

HERE is a significant passage from the 
Report on Houses of Outstanding Historic 
or Architectural Interest, reviewed else- 
where in this issue: ‘“‘ The present rates of 
these taxes (income tax and surtax) mean 
that no individual, however much his gross 
income or whatever its source, can have 
much more than £5,000 to spend: only 
70 taxpayers in the country are left with 
more than £6,000 a year; and that sum 
represents a gross income of about 
£100,000. Many great houses now need 
not less than £5,000 a year, some as much 
as £10,000, to maintain them, not on any 
luxury standard, but on the minimum 
necessary to preserve them and their con- 
tents from deterioration. ... Particulars 
were given us of one case in which a gross 
rent-roll of £140,000 a year is reduced to 
£3,500 a year by income tax, tithe, surtax, 
and the expenses of maintaining the agri- 
cultural estate from which it comes. Out 
of this the owner has to maintain two 
historic houses as well as himself and his 
family. He can only do this by drawjng 
on capital at the rate of at least £8,000 a 
year.” 


Professional Revelations, 

Ir was while reading Mr. W. Somerset 
Maugham’s excellent autobiography, “A 
Writer’s Notebook,” recently published, 
that we fell to wishing that architects, or 
perhaps more architects, would indulge in 
well-ordered reminiscences of this kind. Mr. 
Maugham’s balanced style and incisiveness 
are well known, and here he indulges in 
word pictures of his early trials and 
triumphs, his building-up as a writer, includ- 
ing a searching examination of himself as 
an .artist. 

We can remember only one architectural 
autobiography in recent years, that of Sir 
Herbert Baker, and although architects, suc- 
cessful architects, have rarely been outstand- 
ing literary men, some sort of record of 
their life’s work written at first hand would 
surely be of inestimable value ta students 
and younger architects. Admittedly, no two 
jobs usually proceed in the same fashion, 
but it is in the handling of work in the 
broad social and business directions that so 
many young architects need guidance. This 
experience is usually gained the hard way, 
a good idea in itself, but knowledge of 
others’ triumphs and tribulations would be 
of immeasurable comfort in times of pro- 
longed difficulty. 

We do, however, remember the excellent 
little book by Clough Williams-Ellis, which 
tells of the difficulties of the young archi- 
tect; more books on these lines would always 
be welcomed. 


Sculpture for British Guiana. 

Mr. FRANK Dosson’s sculptured relief for 
the attic storey of Messrs. Watkins and 
Gray’s new General Post Office, Georgetown, 
British Guiana; was shown last week at the 
Royal College of Art sculpture studios. 
Professor Dobson’s work divides its viewers 
into two groups, and we find ourself in the 
ranks of those who neither understand nor 
like this piece, which appears to us to be 
mechanically composed, abstruse im its sym- 
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bolism and with a Latin inscription indiffer- 
ently lettered. British Guianians may find it 
comprehensible, but we wonder why the 
opportunity was not taken to give native 
artists a chance to see what they can do. 


Students’ Photographic Exhibition. 

‘** EXCELLENT” was the word used by a 
visitor to the Polytechnic, Regent-street, to 
describe the exhibition of students’ work in 
the School of Photography, which was opened 
by Sir Harold Scott, K.C.B., K.B.E., on July 
10. The same thought must, indeed, have 
been in the minds of all those who walked 
round the four sections of the exhibition, 
dealing with commercial photography, archi- 
tecture, portraiture and fashion. Each sec- 
tion had been visited by a group of judges in 
the morning, who had placed rosettes on 
those exhibits which they considered to be 
of the highest standard. . A more difficult 
task is very hard to imagine, as the standard 
all round was so high. 


The Society of Graphic Art. 

THe 24th exhibition of the Society of 
Graphic Art, open at the Royal Institute gal- 
leries, 195, Piccadilly, until July 29, is a 
varied and interesting show. If there is 
much that does not rise above the ordinary, 
there are also many drawings and engrav- 
ings which are of a high standard. Among 
the architectural subjects which take the 
eye are “Roof Tops, Orvieto,” by Miss 
K. M. Haviland, “The Old Town Mill,” by 
Arthur Hambly, “Tom Wall’s Farm, Ewell,” 
by D. V. Playfair, “ Guildhall Kitchen, Bos- 
ton,” by Julian Leathart, and “Houses of 
Parliament ” (one of a number of drawings 
originally made for The Builder series 
“Changing London”) by H. Frank Hoar. 
Other good things are a number of aquatints 
showing the Chinese influence by Miss Cecil 
Leslie and characteristic drawings by P. J. 
Westwood and Joseph Pike. 


A Guide to Games. 


CRICKET, we learn, was mentioned in 
manuscripts dated 1344, and was played by 
boys of Guildford School in 1550. Had we 
found ourselves at a loose end at one of 
England’s stately homes in, say, the fifteenth 
century, the chances are that we would have 
been asked to join in a game of shuffleboard. 
And no one should be at all surprised if, on 
a visit to the U.S.A., he finds himself trying 
his skill at paddle tennis. 

These facts were among 'the first things we 
noted on picking up “ Games Compendium,” 
a valuable pocket-size booklet edited by Mr. 
Richard Sudell, and published by Messrs. J. 
Burley and Sons, Ltd., specialists in sports 
ground design and construction. Such items 
of interest are, however, only incidental to 
the main purpose of the booklet, which has 
been to collect and present in a handy form 
all the essential information about games 
and sports areas which architects, planners, 
surveyors and engineers, etc., would need to 
assist them in planning Jand required for 
games. 

More than 40. games are dealt with, details 
in each case being accompanied by a plan 
or diagram showing the ground area required 
and other useful measurements.. Altogether, 
an exceedingly useful little guide. 


London Builders to Entertain Lord Mayor. 

THE Lorp Mayor, Alderman Sir Frederick 
Rowland, has accepted an invitation from 
the Council of the Londofi Master Builders’ 
Association to luncheon in the Savoy Hotel 
on Wednesday, October '25. Mr. R. R, 
Costain, C.B.E., President of the L.M.B.A.; 
will preside. 





84 


Architects at Cricket. 

Not the least of the feats which must be 
added to Mr. Frank Lloyd Wright’s long 
list of achievements is the fact that the Archi- 
tectural Association cricket club found it 
necessary to cancel two games arranged for 
Wednesday of last week, the students elect- 
ing to listen to an address by him rather 
than to play cricket. Whether this is 
reckoned a sign of progress or of decline is 
a matter of individual opinion. The two 
XI’s which were to have met the A.A. sides 
met each other instead, and had a most enjoy- 
able match, Mr, B. A. P. Winton Lewis’s 
“ Palladians ” just saving the day against the 
“ Vitruvians”” by one wicket in an exciting 
finish. Scores: Vitruvians 105 (L. Ham- 
mond 19, C. A. R. Norton 17, Swannell 6 
for 42); Palladians 64 for 10 wkts. (Ormsby 
18, R. D. Mudie 6 for 28) (12 a side match.) 


F. L. W. at the Architecture Club. 


Mr. AND Mrs. FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 
were entertained by the Architecture Club at 
a dinner held at Goldsmiths’ Hall on July: 13. 
Mr. Wright was introduced by the presi- 
dent, Viscount Esher, and was thanked for 
an eloquent address by Mr. H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel, a past-president of the R.I.B.A., and 
Sir Kenneth Clark. 

Architectural Appointment, Basildon. 

BASILDON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
have invited applications for the posts of 
Architect (salary £750—£1,000 per annum), 
two Assistant Architects (salary £650—£750 
per annum), and two Architectural Assistants 
(salary £550—£660 per annum). Details 
were advertised in our issue of last week. 


Award for Finnish Architect. 

Mr. AtvaR AALTO, the distinguished 
Finnish architect and furniture designer, is 
among the first foreigners upon whom the 
Royal College of Art has conferred its 
highest award, that of an Honorary Fellow- 
ship. This award was made to Mr. Aalto 
on July 13 at the Convocation Ceremony 
at the Royal College. 


R.LB.A. Diploma in Town Planning. 
Messrs. Roy W. Hattersley, L.R.I.B.A., 
Allister Sturrock, A.R.I.B.A., and Sidney F. 
Vine, A.R.I.B.A., having passed the qualify- 
ing examination, have been awarded the 
R.I.B.A. Diploma in Town Planning. 


Festival Buses to tour Europe. 

Four Lonpon red double-decker buses of 
the latest type will leave the United Kingdom 
on July 28 on a 4,000-mile tour of Western 
Europe to publicise the Festival of Britain, 
1951. The tour will last until October, and 
will cross eight countries. The buses have 
been placed at the disposal of the Festival 
Organisation by the London Transport 
Executive. Three of them: have been con- 
verted into exhibition galleries. The fourth 
will carry the staff, baggage and spares, 
Inside one bus will be displays showing the 
British way of life in such scenes as an 
English village cricket match and the open- 
ing of Parliament. Another will illustrate 
principal features of the Festival—the 
Glasgow Exhibition of Industrial Power, the 
London South Bank Exhibition, the Exhibi- 
tion Ship Campania and the Farm and 
Factory Exhibition at Belfast. A third bus 
will describe the Arts Festivals planned for 
1951 in 23 towns and cities of the United 
Kingdom. It will also house an information 
bureau staffed by a British Travel and Holi- 
days Association representative. This travel- 
ling exhibition is designed by Mr. Arthur C. 
Braven, A.R.I1.B.A., M.S.1.A., who is also 
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designing the Hydro-Electricity section of the 
1951 Glasgow Exhibition. 


Hogarth’s House to be Restored. 

MmpLesex County Council has agreed, 
at a cost of £3,650, to restore Hogarth’s 
house at Chiswick, which was severely dam- 
aged by enemy action. Mr, J. E. M. 
Macgregor, of the Georgian Group, has 
been placed in charge of the work. It has 
been suggested that certain tumble-down 
outbuildings should be reconstructed as a 
gallery, in which an exhibition of Hogarth’s 
paintings may be arranged by the Arts 
Council to celebrate the reopening of the 
house to the public during the Festival of 
Britain. 

The Royal Show, Oxford. 

ON THE STAND of the Rural Industries 
Bureau at the Royal Show, Oxford, which 
closes to-day, there is an exhibition of rural 
craftsmanship from all parts of England and 
Wales. The craftsman’s sympathy with his 
material and his traditional skill have been 
his guide in producing many handsome 
things having an individuality not to be 
found in the factory product. Rural crafts- 
men have each day given practical demon- 
strations of how they use their materials; the 
blacksmith forging fine wrought ironwork 
and the potter throwing pots from Suffolk 
clay, to give but two examples. To all these 
rural trades the Bureau, which is sponsored 
by the Treasury, offers free technical advice. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. RAGLAN SQuiRE announces that he is retiring 
from the firm of Arcon, chartered architects, and will, in 
future, practice under the title of Raglan Squire, 
F.R.1.B.A., M.S.I.A., chartered architect, at 39, Eaton- 
square, S.W.1 (tel., Sloane 4226 and 7635). 

Messrs. Pictor, SNAILUM AND HUGGINS announce 
that as from July 18 the style and address of the firm is 
Snailum, Huggins and Le Févre, F./A.R.I.B.A., chartered 
architects, 18, Brock-street, Bath (tel., Bath 60458/9). 

Mr. K. A. PERRIN, F.R.IC.S., F.LA.S., F.1Arb., 
quantity surveyor, has recently relinquished his partner- 
ship with Mr. P. T. WATERS, F.R.I.C.S., F.L.Arb., and 
has entered into partnership with BANKs, Woop AND 
PARTNERS, quantity surveyors of 3, Richmond Hill, 
Clifton, Bristol, 8, the style of which firm remains un- 
changed. 

Dr. H. E. Descn, F.R.I.C.S., of 1b, Middle Temple- 
lane, E.C.4, has changed his address to 11, Haymarket, 
London, S.W.1. Tel. : Whitehall 5847. 

WALLACE CHAPPLE AND PARTNERS, incorporated with 
HorRACE LISSENDEN AND PARTNERS, quantity surveyors, 
have taken into partnership their manager, Mr. G. H. R. 
(Ralph) Smith, F.LA\S., etc. 


COMING EVENTS 
Friday, July 21 
B.B.C.—A television broadcast on housing with 
particular reference to the lessons that can be learned 
from the housing industry in the United States. 9.15 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 25 
L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—General meeting. 
D.S.LR. film, “ Heating Research in Houses.” Café 
Royal, North End, Croydon. 1.30 p.m. 
BuILperS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—103rd annual 
meeting of donors and subscribers. 47, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1. 12 noon. 


FROM ‘“ THE BUILDER ” of 1850 
Saturday, July 20, 1850. 

THE TWOPENNY DESECRATION OF ST. 
PauL’s.—Mr. Hume proposes on going into 
committee of supply to move in the Com- 
mons that the regulations for restricting 
admission to St. Paul’s are injurious to the 
cultivation of those feelings of veneration 
for religion and of respect for departed 
greatnesss which free access is calculated to 
inspire, and that, considering the result of 
free admission to Westminster Abbey, Her 
Majesty be prayed to adopt such measures 
as may afford to the public free admission 
to St. Paul’s and its monuments. 
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THREE ARCHITECTURAL 


SCHOOL EXHIBITIONS 


At the A.A., Royal College of Art and 
Polish School of Architecture 


Reviewed by Edward Passmore, A.R.I.B.A. 


RCHITECTURAL thought and impulse, 
like sex, has been subjected over the 
past 40 years to the finest degree of dissec- 
tion and while we may read Gideon for 
Freud, Corbusier for Jung, and Mumford 
for—well, for Mumford, the measure of the 
architect’s “id” remains surprisingly and 
somewhat inexplicably constant; field 
stone and flint walling find a cosy if self- 
conscious niche in the age of alloys, the 
module modulatis still survives and almost 
everything in the spatially developed garden 
is lovely. . . . or is it? 

To confess to be worried about the state 
of architecture is as fashionable to-day as 
at any time in the past, and in casting about 
for suitable pockets of resistance and a 
scapegoat of formidable weight the pundits 
have descended upon our schools, hitting out 
at many of these institutions with all the 
prestressed vigour inherent in the new- 
world jargon. In the choice of viewing the 
annual exhibitions of the Architectural 
Association (that Stromboli among schools!), 
the Royal College of Art (recently re- 
juvenated), and the Polish School one could 
hardly be accused of being uncatholic; here 
was a possible chance to witness at first hand 
the much-vaunted evil wrought by reaction 
and retrogression, or, as others would say, 
the first public stirrings of the new language 
of the neo-technical era. 


The A.A. 


Over the A.A. lay the aura of Frank 
Lloyd Wright (paying a welcome visit to this 
country), and although in these days it is 
a far cry from Bear Run to Bedford-square, 
the master’s bon mots were being recounted 
with awe-struck reverence. 

The exhibition is in two studios. The first 
contains work which exhibits a_ basic 
creativeness—colour sketches, small and large 
models (abstract and factual), even a student- 
made ‘radio-gramophone: this was very 
well made and designed, and I could not help 
comparing its hard metallic appearance with 
one seen recently, contained in a seventeenth- 
century Bible box, lined with red baize with 
a Perspex dust lid—many are the crimes of 
retrogression! This particular room. is 
good, perhaps slightly too reminiscent of 
Bassett Lowkes, but, nevertheless, showing 
diverting and creative forms; at least three 
people told me they had been very happy 
doing such work. The colour work was 
generally disappointing, no brush appeared 
to be particularly “pregnant with ethereal 
hues,” and the draughtsmanship of the 
sketches lacked the incisive touch. 

The second studio was the heart of the 
matter and presented a good all-over 
picture of the school’s activity. The thesis 
portion contained a scheme for the new 
Stevenage; a Canal Centre, rather mannered 
in its concept; a Roman Catholic Church, not 
clarifying the problem of church design to 
any extent; a Nurses’ Home at Manor House, 
Hampstead, notable for its awkward site 
problem; and an architectural school in 
Kensington, which showed some good, lucid 
planning and a logical approach to a difficult 
problem. A critic’s job could be called the 
delineation of cause and effect, and to tell 
the truth I was more engrossed in the im- 
pact of the new A.A. system of teaching upon 
the student generally than with individual 
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performance. This major event in the 
school’s history has been cleverly sum- 
marised by Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan in the 
exhibition introductory pamphlet—the break 
from the tradition of the Beaux Arts, and the 
eventual aim of bridging the gap created by 
this system of design on paper, with its only 
eventual transference into terms of building. 
It was, I believe, C. S. Pierce, the American 
logician, who, about a century ago, described 
pragmatism as “the doctrine of the whole 
meaning of a conception expressed in terms 
of practical consequences,” and the new A.A. 
approach to architectural education would 
appear basically to reflect this simple yet 
elusive truism. 

Much has to be done—an emergence from 
the mode!-making technique (the balsa wood 
age!) must surely soon be effected—but the 
student, in being taught from the start to 
think in terms of three dimensional unity 
(form, structure and colour), is lucky indeed. 
Good architects do it now, but usually in 
their case it is the outcome of breaking 
through severely imposed mental barriers 
erected in the early days of their training. 


The Royal College of Art 


THE R.C.A. EXHIBITION, now being held at 
the R.B.A. Galleries in Suffolk-street, is, of 
necessity, general in its application. Most 
facets of art training are covered, the list 
is long and architecture—that is, the theory 
or architecture—in relation to the other arts, 
is exemplified in many studies, analytical, 
abstract and the purely visionary. Eclecti- 
cism, in its parochial sense, is studiously 
avoided, and despite the College’s august 
Victorian foundation, lost causes are 
banished immediately they are found. 

The architectural school is in the hands 
of Professor Basil Ward, a gifted inter- 
preter of the contemporary idiom and, as 
with the A.A., these are early days to assess 
the value of the new approach. The wide 
span of teaching, including architectural 
theory as an integrated unit, has great 
value; the student having completed his 
course, has an enviable background and it 
is then that the choice can be made as 
to his future calling. 
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P.U.C. SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE. Thesis Design 1949-50: Proposed building for 
Mechanical Engineering Department, Lee Valley Technical College, designed by M. Zadziuk. 


Polish School of Architecture 


I HAVE GIVEN the Polish School the third 
place in this trilogy only for the reason 
that it is something of a feune premier 
among London schools. After the near- 
hysteria of Bedford-square and the crowded 
R.B.A. Galleries, the quiet of the house in 
Princes-gate (where the School is situated) 
was welcome and impressive. Let it be 
said, this is an outstanding exhibition. In 
the school the difficulties to be surmounted 
would appear at first to be almost insur- 
mountable—English only is spoken and 
English building practice is taught. The 
Polish architectural idiom is discouraged and 
the students, for reasons personal to them- 
selves, are learning architecture in this 
country, so that they may eventually work 





P.U.C. SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE. Thesis Design 1949-50: Congress Hall in London, 
designed by Mrs. M. Wisniewska. 


in this country or the Empire. Yet (except 
for an occasional odd spelling) one would 
find difficulty in noticing any difference 
between this and the work of the best 
English school. The curriculum is thorough 
to the extreme—construction of buildings is 
grappled with in impressive style, research 
is wide and scholarly and the lighter side, 
sketches and modelling, indicate a wealth 
of talent. When a show creates such an 
impression as this, one must acknowledge 
the staff of the school as the responsible 
and guiding force. 

Professor S. Polujan, the head of the 
school, is a man of wide culture, and he, 
with his staff, appear to have surmounted 
the many difficulties and to have created 
in London a _ school which must be 
reckoned with as.a centre of contemporary 
architectural thought. The work should be 
seen and note taken of the outstanding 
fourth- and fifth-year work. Extremely 
thorough in its development, this work 
displays the best aspects inherent in 
current architecture, and man, the frequently 
forgotten reason for all architecture, is used 
as the expressive force in design, the whole 
being infused with logic and scholarship. 

Brief as these notes are, it may be dis- 
cerned that I was impressed with what I 
saw in all three shows and that the year’s 
work indicates a commendable spirit of 
enterprise and wide vision. A_ portion, 
indeed a large portion, of the credit must 
go to the staffs of the schools. It is, there- 
fore, rather regrettable that Dr. Nikolaus 
Pevsner should have felt impelled, recently, 
to attack the general standard of teaching in 
England. Putting aside the fact that Dr. 
Pevsner is himself a teacher, it does seem that 
to advocate the necessity of the “ opposite 
numbers” of Gropius, Mies Van de Rohe, 
etc., teaching here approaches near to a 
fetish for big names (a well-known architec- 
tural complex!). The field of architectural 
research in these days is so wide and 
theories are so communicable that to infer 
that only a very select band of practising 
architects are capable of | guiding the de- 
velopment of architectural students is not 
only surprisingly naive,-but also lacking in 
judgment of the magnitude of the problem. 
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THE GAIETY THEATRE 
To Make Way for Office Block 


WHEN the Gaiety Theatre is pulled 
down in the next few weeks the curtain 
will drop for the last time on a theatre 
in which some of the country’s best-known 
players have appeared. The first Gaiety 
Theatre, which was created by Joh Hollings- 
head, journalist under Charles Dickens, 
dramatist, stage manager and theatre mana- 
ger, was opened by him on December 21, 
1868. With only £200 in his pocket but 
knowing exactly what he wanted, he took 
over what was little more than a hole in 
the ground, and when George Edwardes suc- 
ceeded him he had turned his original capital 
of £200 into £100,000. Hollingshead gave, 
at the Gaiety, something to suit all tastes; he 
made it the greatest variety theatre of its 
time and possibly of all time. It was here 
that the great Sarah Bernhardt was seen 
for the first time and it was here that London 
first saw a play by Ibsen. Irving himself 
made an early success there and the first 
joint work of Gilbert and Sullivan was a 
Gaiety production. Hollingshead invented 
the matinée and the chorus as we know it 
to-day, but his greatest invention was the 
fabulous Gaiety Girl, of whom everyone but 
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the youngest generation has heard, and the 
Edwardians remember so well. 

In 1901 the last show was staged at the 
old Gaiety Theatre. It had to go to make 
way for the Strand Improvement scheme, but 
only after a struggle. Prior to the passing 
of the London County Council (Improve- 
ments) Act, 1899, the Gaiety company 
opposed the bill in committee. After con- 
siderable negotiation with the L.C.C., they 
withdrew their opposition on condition that 
the L.C.C. granted the company a fifty-year 
lease of a site of similar area and at the 
same rent as the old theatre, plus such addi- 
tional land as might be required for more 
staircases, exits, etc., to comply with the then 
existing theatre regulations. This site was 
to be at the north end of the so-called 
“island” site. It would be amusing, per- 
haps, to pause here and consider what the 
reaction would be of the present County 
Council to such dictation, but that is not all. 
In settling the question of reinstatement with 
the Council, £50,000 was agreed upon as the 
minimum to be expended in covering the site, 
and a sum beyond this by way of compen- 
sation for disturbance. A “ type ” design was 
prepared; but a special provision was made 
whereby, if the Council wanted a more ornate 
or costly building they should pay the differ- 
ence between the cost of the “type” design 


eee 


Strand. 
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and that of the required building. It is 
known that the elevations of the “type” 
design, a perspective of which was on the line 
in the Academy in 1901, were intended to be 
carried out in red brick and Portland stone, 

The Council were of the opinion that the 
materials for the exterior should be of a more 
costly nature and instructed the architects, 
Ernest Runtz and George McLean Ford, to 
submit an amended design. This was done, 
but prior to this eight other architects had 
submitted suggestions to the Council for 
the general treatment of the elevation on the 
Strand Improvement. This led to a some- 
what chaotic state of affairs, which was 
ultimately saved by the architects approach- 
ing Norman Shaw, R.A., who agreed to pre- 
pare sketch designs for the exterior. Shaw 
had, from the first, taken a keen interest 
in this great street improvement. 


Controls in 1901. 

Pending the settlement as to the elevation, 
however, an entirely new set of theatre regu- 
lations had been passed by the Council, still 
further complicating matters and promising 
to be a most fruitful source of controversy. 
However, a compromise between the old and 
the new regulations avoided it. Still later, 
new regulations in regard to electric instal- 
lations at theatres were passed, putting fur- 
ther trouble upon the architects. 

In contrast to present-day controls and 
regulations (although, perhaps, contrast is not 
the right word to use) the plans for the 
New Gaiety Theatre, as it was called, had, 
in their various stages, to receive the approval 
of the following bodies and committees:— 
The improvements committee and its depart- 
ments, the corporate properties committee 
(as freeholders), the Building Act committee 
and its departments, the theatres committee 
and its departments, the Lord Chamberlain, 
the Westminster City Council, the district 
surveyor and the New Gaiety Theatre direc- 
torate. The opinion at the time of all this 
“red tape” is perhaps best summed up in 
an extract from one of our contemporary 
journals of that day which read as follows:— 
“Truly a Brobdingnagian task to be accom- 
plished more than once, but a course of pro- 
cedure which will naturally appeal to all 
architects and building owners who are for- 
tunate enough to obtain building agreements 
on the Strand Improvement, as being so 
simple and expeditious that they will wel- 
come the arrangement as one which will at 
any rate enable them to complete their build- 
ings at least a few years prior to the expiry 
of their eighty-year leases.” 

When the Gaiety reopened on October 26, 
1903, the Royal Box was occupied by King 
Edward VII and his Queen. It had always 
been his favourite theatre and he made its 
reopening a Royal occasion. 

When George Edwardes died, the Gaiety 
waned, but it flickered up again when George 
Grossmith returned and broyght with him 
Leslie Henson, who later reigned there as 
a star. In its last phase there appeared 
such well-known personalities as Leslie Hen- 
son, Fred Emney, Richard Hearne, Florence 
Desmond and Louise Brown. 

Then, once again, it had to close for road 
improvements, but these were forestalled by 
the Second World War. Throughout the 
blitz, with bombs falling all round it, the 
Gaiety survived, but in spite of the gallant 
attempt by Mr. Lupino Lane to restore it in 
all its splendour, the news that this great 
theatre is to be pulled down to make way 
for offices for the Indian Government must 
be a hard blow to all theatregoers who re- 
member its past history and who booked for- 
ward so confidently to its future. 
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FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 
Harrovians on the South Bank 


Apout thirty boys from Harrow School 
ygited the Festival of Britain site on the 
South Bank on Thursday of last week and 
aw something of the buildings in course 
of erection. The tour, made at the invita- 
tion of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion (whose senior vice-president, Mr. W. H. 
Gough-Cooper, acted as : host), provoked 
great interest among the visitors, who asked 
, number of knotty questions of their guide, 
Mr. J. K. Young, of the Festival’s architec- 
tural staff. The master in charge was Mr. 
| Hudson Davies. 


Mr. Gough-Cooper gave an _ excellent 
| ummary of the present state of development 
of the building industry and stressed the need 
for young men of ability, energy and good 
minds to enter its ranks. These tours (the 
Harrow boys inspected the new House of 
Commons last year) are an excellent way of 
quickening interest in building, and we shall 
hope to see them continued. As their host 
reminded them, the battle of Waterloo may 
have been won on the playing fields of Eton, 
but the battle of the new Britain could be 
won in the workshops of Harrow. And dare 
ye remind the School on the Hill that Eton 
has already produced a builder of note? 








The Churches’ Part 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, in his 
capacity as President of the British Council 
lof Churches, has joined with the leaders of 
the other churches associated in the Coun- 
cil in establishing a special committee to 
advise on the Churches’ participation in the 
Festival of Britain. This interdenomina- 
tional Committee is known as the Festival 
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HARROVIANS AT THE FESTIVAL SITE. Seen above is the party of boys from Harrow 
School who visited the Festival of Britain South Bank site on July 13, at the invitation of the 
London Master Builders’ Association. 


of Britain Advisory Committee of Christian 
Churches. The chairman is the Dean of 
Westminster (the Very Rev. A. C. Don), who 
is a member of the Festival Council; the 
secretary is the Rev. L. W. Harland. 


The church of St. John in Waterloo-road 
—almost opposite one of the entrances of the 
South Bank Exhibition—is being rebuilt under 
the supervision of Mr. Thomas F. Ford, 
F.R.I.B.A., and will be used as the Festival 


THE SOUTH BANK SITE from the air; the main buildings to either side of the railway bridge 
are the Royal Festival Hall and the Dome of Discovery. 


Church during the Festival Summer. Built 
soon after the battle of Waterloo, St. John’s 
Church was hit by a bomb in) December, 
1940, while many people were sheltering in 
the crypt. The church was largely de- 
stroyed, but the people taking shelter 
beneath it were all unhurt. Since then ser- 
vices have been continued in the crypt. 


The arrangements for the use of the Fes- 
tival Church will be under the supervision 
of a special committee re- 
presenting the | different 
Christian denominations, of 
which the Bishop of Wool- 
wich is chairman. Whilst 
the South Bank Exhibition 
is open there will be daily 
services in the church. 


Religious drama will be 


presented in the Festival 
Church, Southwark Cathe- 
dral, and in the rebuilt 


Trinity Church Hall, Poplar, 
which lies in the area of the 
Festival Exhibition of Archi- 
tecture. 


Lambeth Palace will be 
open during a part of the 
London season and will 
house an exhibition of con- 
temporary Church craftsman- 
ship which will later go to 
Canterbury Cathedral. 


Crystal Palace: 
L.C.C. Decision. 


THe London | County 
Council on Tuesday approved 
unanimously a recommen- 
dation that the | council 
should promote in| Parlia- 
ment in the next | session 
legislation to transfer to and 
to vest in the council the 
Crystal Palace and park and 
all other trust property of 
the Crystal Palace trustees. 





88 


THE LUTYENS MEMORIAL 
VOLUMES 


Forthcoming Publications 


T is six years since a Memorial Commit- 
tee, representing the R.A., the R.LB.A., 

the Lutyens family and others, resolved to 
publish memorial volumes on the life and 
work of the late Sir Edwin Lutyens. Little 
had since been heard of the project, but 
this month an illustrated prospectus was 
issued containing the announcement that the 
volumes will be published in the autumn. 
There are to be four—the first, by Christo- 
pher Hussey, ‘being devoted to the Life, 
and the three others, by A. S. G. Butler (with 
the collaboration of George Stewart and 
Christopher Hussey) to the Architecture, 
which will be represented in all its rich 
variety. The price for the four volumes, 
which are to be published jointly by 
Country Life, Ltd., and Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, of New York, is twenty-five guineas, 
or eighty-five dollars. Even in these days 
of high prices, such a cost is rather stag- 
gering, but the riches promised by this pros- 
pectus—hundreds of pages of fine repro- 
ductions of photographs and _ technical 
and other drawings, together with text 
embodying objective appreciation and 
analytical commentary, to say nothing of an 
intimate biography of the great man writ- 
ten from first-hand material and informa- 
tion by one who knew him well—these may 
be held to justify it, and many will hasten 
to plunge their hands deep into their 
pockets. 

Apart from some superb “ preview ” illus- 
trations, the prospectus whets the appetite 
by the promised revelation of secrets of 
Lutyens’ great success as a designer. For 
instance, drawings will be given {one or two 
ate included in the prospectus) “ clarifying 
his design of mouldings, of his ‘family of 
architraves,’ of his incredible refinements in 
the Cenotaph, of his ‘natural curves’ in 
the arches of Hampton Court Bridge. Others 
display his use of a unit of form in the 
plan of the Viceroy’s House at Delhi; and 
another plate illustrates how he refined the 
detail of the Roman Doric Order to a point 
far beyond that reached by Palladio or 
Wren. The great memorial at Thiepval 
and the Liverpool Cathedral design are dis- 
sected to show how Lutyens obtained, to- 
wards the end of his life, a kind of elemen- 
tal quality in his compositions, tending to 
be abstract and austerely lovely, but based 
on reciprocal, balanced, and orderly pro- 
portioned masses. The analyses of these late 
masterpieces,” it is stated, “ provide the 
technical substance of the claims put for- 
ward in the Conclusion and The Life that 
Lutyens distilled from his profound know- 
ledge of the classics the outline of an 
esthetic system that is capable of impart- 
ing to modern functional architecture those 
finer qualities which it at present lacks.” 
Lutyens is widely regarded as the last of 
the classicists, his work as the fine late 
flowering of Edwardian architecture. It 
would be strange, indeed, if the modernists 
had to fall back on his “classical distil- 
lation” in their search for contemporary 
expression. 


The Life of Lutyens. 


Mr. Hussey’s Life will be looked forward 
to with keen expectation. No modern bio- 
grapher in the architectural sphere could 
wish for a more stimulating subject—a 
genius who made a more extensive and 
imaginative contribution to English classic 
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architecture than any other architect since 
Wren, a man, moreover, with a brilliant 
personality, whose puckish humour and 
sparkling witticisms had made him a legend 
in his own lifetime. It is fortunate for 
posterity that this “life” should be written 
while the store of architectural and bio- 
graphical records is still intact and while 
many who knew the man himself are still 
alive. The biography will be based largely 
on his intimate letters and “set against the 
background of a vivid period that has now 
receded into history.” We are told that 
“the quality and brilliance of Lutyens’s 
letters—often amusingly illustrated—enable 
much of the frolicsome wit which delighted 
his associates to be enjoyed again. But 
they bring to light also an extraordinary 
dual nature: one side lovable and loving, 
romantic, tirelessly inventive; the other, the 
essential side, withdrawn, of an austere in- 
tegrity, inspired by intense, almost mystical, 
faith in his creed and destiny as = — 


CORRESPONDENCE 


British Achievement 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


GiR.—I have read the Productivity Team 

Report on American Building with 
growing interest and admiration, but I have 
one criticism of it. We in this country 
have an old habit of writing small our 
achievements; a habit which does not de- 
ceive us, but is not understood by others, 
least of all by Americans. According to 
American common beliefs, our “ phoney ” 
war was followed by a debacle at Dunkirk, 
then “our glorious hour” which we spent 
being bombed, followed by the rout of 
Rommel by American forces, by the capture 
of Italy, by the American invasion of 
Europe (helped by a few British units), fol- 
lowed by victory. Our achievements in all 
this are written small over there; American 
achievements written large. 

The Productivity Team Report tells in clear 
language of American exploits in post-war 
building, and our failure nearly all along the 
line. All of this is without doubt very salu- 
tary for us, and it is to be hoped that the 
Report will have wide publicity in this 
country. In one respect, however, the 
British system is in advance of the American 
system and this is concerning the use of 
bills of quantities; American tendering pro- 
cedure is where we were 100 years ago. 
With an average of six main contractors and 
ten sub-contractors for each trade, anything 
from six to sixty bills of quantities have to 
be taken-off there for each job and the 
building owner has indirectly to pay for such 
duplication of effort. Almost grudgingly the 
Repagt admits that “ the American system of 
tendering increases the risk to the contrac- 
tor.” 

The Report is published in America as 
well as in Britain, and states that “it is 
hoped that some lessons may be drawn on 
both sides of the Atlantic from the compari- 
son and exchange of information on the sub- 
ject (of bills of quantities).” All other sec- 
tions of the Report are unstinted in their 
praise of the American system, but this sec- 
tion (chapter 4) dealing with the one point 
in which Britain has something better, is writ- 
ten down and the authors state: “It is not 
part of the Team’s duty to make a declara- 
tion in favour of either the American or the 
British system.” 

The chapter in question was presumably 
written by the quantity surveyors in the 
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Team, and is very sporting in its carefy 
understatements, but I do not think it wij 
do us any good, or the Americans, if we 
refrain from crowing when we have some. 
thing to crow about. If we had crowed ip 
this chapter, as we had every right to do 
it would have given the Report as a whole 
better balance; it would have further en. 
phasised the differences elsewhere and woul 
have provided a greater urge for the Repor 
to be more widely read, both in Britain ang 
in America. 

Yet there may be hope. Creeping down 
the mountain side by car one day, we came 
into Bettws-y-coed and passed the railway 
station, looking more like a Picturesque 
cottage as it nestled among the tree-claq/ 
hills and waterfalls. “ Aw,” exclaimed my 
American passenger, “that just reminds me 
of Manchester Station—by contrast.” 

Will, after all, the tactful approach drive 
the point home, by contrast? 

R. E. BuLLock, A.R.LCS, 


Advertising the Architect 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder, 


IR,—Your correspondent Mr. Reginald 

W. Brown appears to have overlooked the 
provision in the Code of Conduct, issued by 
my Council and a similar provision in the 
R.I.B.A. Code, that an architect may exhi- 
bit his name on buildings in the course of 
construction, alteration or extension, pr 
vided that it is done in an unostentatioug 
manner. 





PEMBROKE WICKS, Registrar, 
A.R.C.U.K., 
68, Portland-place, W.1. 


Superfluity in Tendering - 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 

IR,—We recently applied to the 

County Council for the bills of quanti, 
ties in connection with a publicly adver 
tised contract at Preston-road, Brentw 
the estimated value of which was approxi 
mately £7,500. 

Bills of quantities in question were receiv 
by us some few days ago, and we ha 
Since ascertained that no less than f 
firms are tendering therefor. Further com- 
ment from us is obviously superfluous, ' 

MASTER BUILDER, 


“* Modern Surveying Equipment ” 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
GIR,—May I say how encouraging it 
to read a letter from Mr. Gordos 
Tomalin, M.I.Struct.E., on modern s 


ing equipment. It is pleasing to read of 
professional man being so interested in th 
unfortunate ones at site level, the chaps whi 
have to set out the job. With the grumblis 
rush on sites to set out this and that, it! 
nice to know that someone spares us cha 
a thought. 

B. E,. TRUMP. 

Seven Kings, 
Ilford, Essex. 


Daylight Illumination. 

Messrs. B. T. Batsford, Ltd., have recen 
published a booklet entitled “A Measnmin 
Diagram for Daylight Illumination,” for t 
measurement, predetermination and fe 
sentation of natural lighting. Written | 
Percy J. Waldram, F.R.1.C.S., the  bookk 
includes a reprint of part of technical pap 
No. 7, Illumination Research—* Penet 
tion of Daylight and Sunlight into Bul 
ings,” issued by the D.S.L.R. The pi 
is 5s. 
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The waiting hail. 


Neurological Operating and X-Ray Unit 


MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY 


SIR HUBERT WORTHINGTON, A.R.A., ARCHITECT 
T. W. SUTCLIFFE, A.R.I.B.A., ASSOCIATE 


HE new operating and X-ray 
diagnostic units for neurosurgery, 
opened at the Manchester Royal 
Infirmary by Lord Webb-Johnson on 
May 3, are indicative of the particular 
needs of modern medicine. The require- 
ment was to furnish the different speciali- 


scale of feet 
8 ° 


ties with the working conditions and 
accommodation they require. Neuro- 
surgery has to be particularly well 
protected against wound infections, and 
it is undesirable, therefore, that work 
of this sort should share a theatre with 
other kinds of surgery. The new 











department is the result of a particu- 
larly happy collaboration between Pro- 
fessor Sir Geoffrey Jefferson, F.R.S., 
the distinguished brain surgeon, and 
Sir Hubert Worthington, A.R.A. The 
scheme was decided upon some years 
ago, before the Health Act came into 
force, and has resulted in giving the 
University units in the Royal Infirmary 
working conditions such as_ will 
assist them in good and _ productive 
work. 

The whole building embodies the 
latest ideas in theatre planning. A 
special feature in the plan is the external 
corridor that leads to the surgeon’s 
room, visiting surgeons’ room, theatre 
sister’s room and the nurses’ room, so 
that all concerned pass direct into their 
changing rooms and thence into the 
theatre without going through the other 
parts of the unit. The surgeon’s wash- 
up trough has been specially designed 
with foot-operated taps, a sloping glass 
anti-splash front and sterilised water 
laid en; a control window above the 
trough gives a full view of the theatre. 
The instrument cupboard is between 
the sterilising room and the theatre. 
The patient comes from the adjacent 
wards through a wide corridor into the 
anesthetic room, and thence into the 
theatre. Adjacent to the theatre is the 
recovery room. The theatre itself is 
tiled with light green tiles, the floor being 
terrazzo. A system of hot and cold 
sterilised water, using waste condensate 
from the hospital heating system, has 
been installed, as has air-conditioning. 
Piped gas and oxygen have been led to 
the operating and anesthetic and wound- 
dressing rooms, and suction points 
are also installed. The X-ray depart- 
ment is entered from a corridor off the 
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NEUROLOGICAL OPERATING AND X-RAY UNIT, MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY : 


waiting hall; it comprises two radiographic rooms, staff 
rooms, dark room, wet film viewing room and dry film 
viewing room. One radiographic room is tiled and suitable 
for minor operations, the second radiographic room is 
equipped for general radiography and fluoroscopy. The 
general contractors were Messrs. G. and W. Smith 
(Builders), Ltd., of Hyde-grove, Manchester, 13. 
Specialists and sub-contractors were: 





Nurses’ room. 


July 





Dry film viewing room. 


H. Matthews and Sons (Builders), Ltd., carpentry and joinery; A. 
Longworth ard Sons, Ltd., plumbing and glazing; A. and S. Wallace, 
Ltd., plastering; Jones and Jackson, Ltd., painting and decorating; 
Matthews and Mumby, Ltd., concrete floors and flats; the Limmer and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., asphalt work; Saunders and Taylor, 
Ltd., heating and ventilating; Conways (Tiles and Terrazzo), Ltd., 
tiling and terrazzo; Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., windows; J. Avery 
and Co., dark room blinds; Chas. F. Thackray, Ltd., sterilising equip- 
ment; the British Oxygen Co., Ltd., oxygen installation; Robt. Walker 
and Son (Manchester), Ltd., access staircase; and Penmaenmawr and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., tarmacadam paving. The electrical 
work was carried out direct by the Manchester Royal Infirmary. 








Surgeon's office. 
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Main elevation facing street. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, RIO DE JANEIRO ca 


Designed for H.M. Office of Works by : 258 
ROBERT R. PRENTICE, F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT ry = “Sex 


Ks 


| 


2 
F 
3303 


=) 
J 





eee 


eS) 
on 


=3 


Brass 








+ 
Ad 
a 
4 
ge 
a 


cee ur 
BOBS 
Bo SOGAH 





Site plan. 


= new British Embassy at k10 de Janeiro, 

which has just been completed at a cost of 
about £400,000, is the first Embassy to be planned 
and built by the British Government since the war. 
It is one of the largest to house any of His Majesty’s 
Ambassadors. 

In 1938 Mr. Robert R. Prentice, F.R.I.B.A., a 
British architect practising in Rio, was appointed 
by H.B.M. Ministry of Works but the declaration 
of war in 1939 prevented the scheme proceeding. 
In 1944 a revised programme was agreed and Mr. 
Prentice was requested to prepare sketch plans and 
elevations in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Works. The plans were approved in 1946, a 
general contract was placed with the Companhia 
Construtora Pederneiras S.A., and the foundation 
stone laid on March 22, 1947. 

Site and Layout.——The site is one of approxi- 
mately 44 acres in the Botofogo district about half 





Verandah and garden to Ambassador’s suite. 
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a mile from the coast and rises steeply at the rear 
to an altitude of 1,000 ft. Advantage is taken of 
the sloping site to raise the principal floor to first- 
floor level, the Ambassador’s entrance being at 
ground level at the rear. 

The building has been so sited that the garden in 
the front can be used for outdoor receptions. The 
smaller garden at the rear is intended for the 
Ambassador’s private use. 

Accommodation.—The accommodation provides 
for a dining room (seating 50), with entrance hall, 
reception hall and ballroom. The plan has been 
arranged so that the residence can be reached by a 
separate entrance making it unnecessary to use the 
principal rooms except in the case of official 
receptions. 

The private apartments consist of a dining 
room (to seat 16), a library, small drawing room 
and study for Her Excellency. These rooms are 
sited round an interior courtyard which has been 
planted with flowering shrubs and creepers. There 
are nine bedrooms and bathrooms on the first floor 
with two private sitting rooms arranged to form 
suites for the Ambassador’s family and his guests. 
The servants’ accommodation is kept apart in a 
wing over the kitchen. This overlooks a courtyard 
which contains garages for four cars, and a laundry. 
The kitchen is so planned that it readily serves the 
principal and private dining rooms. Incorporated 
in the scheme is a separate flat for the chauffeur 
and his family, together with a porter’s lodge by the 
entrance gates. 

Design.—In design the building is traditional 
and the architect has bzen influenced by the works 
of the Adam brothers. The facing material up 
to terrace level is of grey Ipiranga marble from 
the State of Minas Gerais, with stucco above. 

Internally the treatment and decoration of all 
the principal rooms are characteristic of the Adam 
brothers and the marked style of decoration which 
is known by their name. The main entrance hall 
walls are in stucco and the scagliola columns and 
pilasters have gilt capitals and bases. The principal 
staircase rises in twin flights to a central stair. 

The plaster treatment to the State dining room 
is in green and old ivory colour with a traditional 
Adam ceiling. Forming part of the decoration of 
this room is a late seventzenth-century Flemish 
tapestry. 

The main feature of the library is the finely 
moulded and carved panelling to the walls in 
imbuia wood, which closely resembles walnut. The 
private dining room is of the early nineteenth- 
century or Regency period and contains five 
specially commissioned panels painted by John Piper 
in 1949. These were exhibited in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum last November. The subjects are 
examples of Regency architecture in England. 

Services and Equipment.—Air-conditioning has 
been installed in the private dining room, the 
library and the small drawing room on the ground 
floor, as well as in the Ambassador’s bedroom 
suite on the first floor. Cold storage space is 
provided on the ground floor. Hot water is pro- 
vided by gas water heaters. The engineering services 
include an electrical installation, and all the 
principal rooms are provided with bell and tele- 
phone communication. All materials and fittings 
which could be imported from the United Kingdom 
were used in the building. 

Contractors.—The installation of electric and 
hydraulic work was by Servix Engenharia, Ltda.; 
marble and granite, Companhia Goncavles and 
Cia, Ltda.; aluminium shutters, Pinatel S.A.; 
air-conditioning, Carrier Engenharia S.A.; an4dlifts, 
Waygood-Otis, Ltd., London. Models for the 
plaster decorations were supplied by Messrs. 
Jackson’s, of London, and entrance gates and 
railings were by Messrs. Martyn, of Cheltenham. 
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The State reception room and ballroom. The ceiling is based on one in Wynn House, St. James’s-square. The 
chandeliers were formerly in the Locarno Room at the Foreign Office. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, RIO DE JANEIRO. The private dining room, showing three of the five panels painted 
by John Piper. 
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Terrace of four houses. 


HOUSING FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT, COLCHESTER 


CHIEF ENGINEER’S OFFICE, EAST ANGLIAN DISTRICT 
HOUSE DESIGNS BY KENDRICK FINDLAY AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


HIS estate for the War Department was designed by the 
Royal Engineers. It is sited in an area of some 
160 acres, south of Colchester, and has been planned in 
co-operation with the local civilian authorities, who are 
constructing a similar housing estate for civilians on an 
adjoining site. It was decided to plan this military estate 
as a separate neighbourhood unit and, owing to allocations 
of houses being somewhat uncertain under present condi- 
tions, it lias been divided into a number of small sub-units, 
each having its own open space and a children’s playground 
in the rear of the houses. It is hoped that the introduction 
of the sub-unit layout will avoid an unfinished appearance 
being given to the estate at any one time during the period 
of building. 
For various reasons, mostly connected with the prevalent 
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shortages of bricks and labour, it was decided to build the 
first 100 houses in the ** Unity ** form of construction, and 
in order to avoid a too monotonous appearance the con- 
tractors were asked to design a terrace type block of four 
houses. The method of construction of these terrace type 
houses is identical to the better known ‘ Unity” semi- 
detached type. The two outer houses of the block do not 
vary at all in plan to the semi-detached type, but the plan- 
ning of the rooms of the two inside houses is different in 
som2 respects. The external colouring of the walls of these 
blocks has been varied from that of the semi-detached 
houses, and the result has produced a very pleasant 
contrasting effect. The first contract for 100 houses 
was Ict to Messrs. A. E. Symes, Ltd., buil lers; of London 
and Brentwood. 
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ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION PRIZEGIVING 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Speech 


A PLEA for the creation of a new concep- 
‘* tion in architecture which would pro- 
juce work of greater significance was made 
jy Mr. FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT when he 
goke at the annual prizegiving ceremony 
of the Architectural Association held at 
pedford-square, London, on July 14. 

Architecture, said Mr. Wright, was no 
jnger a field—he would not call it a pro- 
fssion because professions were not only 
pofane, but were vanishing—in which great 
men developed their individuality; rather, 
jowadays, it was considered a very nice occu- 
ption for a gentleman. He would like to 
ge architecture rendered more open to young 
xople who were willing to make sacrifices 
inorder to be architects. It was essential 
that the best human material should be 
found. : 

It was the blind spot in our civilisation to- 
dy that no one knew anything about archi- 
cture. For 500 years it had been going 
down hill and no one now recognised a good 
milding from a bad one. It was so much 
, matter of fashion. There were the 57 
varieties to choose from and we had never 
done anything for ourselves. 


It was not simply another new style of 
uchitecture which was needed; there were 
enough of those already, continued Mr. 
Wright. Instead a new reality was wanted, 
and out of that a style would develop. 

Democracy, he said, had not produced any 
good architecture, but the democratic ideal 
of freedom was necessary for architecture. 
That ideal, however, originated in the heart 
and soul of the individual, and that, also, was 


where good architecture originated. Demo- 
cratic government offered protection to 
architecture. 


The speaker went on to emphasise the dis- 
tinction between individuality and person- 
ality. Individuality was the basis quality 
out of which grew personality, he said. In 
architecture it was difficult to keep the spirit 
free; difficult not to copy and not to follow 
others blindly and unthinkingly. 

In pleading for a form of architecture 
which contained a significant expression of 
the human soul, Mr. Wright said that the 
only way it could be achieved was through 
experience, through the study of nature in 
all the forms in which she revealed herself. 

For the achievement of the new form of 
architecture which he was advocating, the 
speaker said he did not consider that science 
had much to contribute. Science, he sug- 
gested, should be regarded as the “ toolbox ”; 
it provided everything to live with, but 
nothing to live for. To achieve the things 
of the spirit, only prophets, poets and 
philosophers could help us. now. 


A vote of thanks to Mr. Wright was pro- 
posed by Mr. ANTHONY CHITTY, F.R.I.B.A. 


Education Must Change ! 


Mr. R. FURNEAUX JORDAN, F.R.I.B.A., 
principal of the A.A., said that Mr. Frank 
Lloyd Wright was there that afternoon, not 
only as a very great architect indeed but as 
a symbol of something in their policy, a 
symbol of the fact that architectural students 
must build, make things, build things with 
their own hands and their own sweat, as well 
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Model by McCutchon Studio. 





R.A. Exhioiion, 1950. 


PART OF MARK HALL NEIGHBOURHOOD, HARLOW NEW TOWN—MODEL 
FREDERICK GIBBERD, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., ARCHITECT 
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as their own brains. Neither the brains nor 
the hands were either of them much use 
without each other. 


A year ago he dared to say that if ever, 
in the context of our own time, we were to 
build as gloriously as our forefathers, then 
architectural education must change beyond 
recognition. We did not want revolution for 
the sake of revolution, but the architect in 
this century had ranked as a mediocrity, and 
there seemed to him to be little or no basis 
for a defence of the status qua. One day, 
he hoped, the A.A. would be seen as having 
been an instrument in that change. 


Distribution of Prizes. 


The following awards for 1950 were 
announced, and prizes were distributed by 
Mr. Wright : — ‘ 


The Leverhulme Scholarship (value : £1,000), J. P. 
Drinkwater, Cheltenham School of Art; The Minter 
Open Entrance Scholarship (value: £100 p.a.), J. ¥° 
Bel!, Carlisle ; The Sir Walter Lawrence Open Entrance 
Scholarship (value : £100 p.a.), D. J. Bottoms, North- 
ampton ; The Metal Window Scholarship (presented by 
the British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, 
Ltd.) (value : £75 p.a.), M. Denn, Harlesden. 


The Natural Asphalte Council Scholarship (presented 
by the Natural Asphalte Mineowners and Manufacturers’ 
Council) (value : £50 p.a.), K. B. Frampton, Woking ; 
The Metal Window Senior Scholarship (presented by the 
British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, 
Ltd.), tenable in the fourth and fifth years (value : £50 
p.a.), A. J. Short, Southern College of Art, Portsmouth. 


Scholarship awarded by Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd., to a student in the fifth year for travel and study 
of decorative arts in Europe to an approved programme 
(value : £250), Miss S.C. Gibson ; Bratt Colbran Travel- 
ling Scholarship, awarded to a student who has completed 
his course during the last two years, for the study of 
heating, partjcularly abroad (value: £200), W. J. G. 
Godwin ; Scholarship awarded by the Building Centre 
to a student in the fifth year, for research into use of 
building materials to an approved programme (value: 
£100), A. S. Craig ; Scholarships awarded by the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United Kingdom, 
A. J. Wylson and A. J. Short ; Scholarship awarded by 
the Italian Government, through the British Council 
(1949), A. R. Ballantyne. 


Other Prizes. 


First YEAR.—Howard Colls Travelling Studentship 
(value: £15 15s.), R. P. Younger; Second prize— 
Books (value: £5 5s. (each)), B. G. Falk and W. D. 
Dockeray. Hon. Mentions: G. C. Collins, D. A. 
Dance, D. B. Fairthorne, J. D. Richards, J. R. Bicknell, 
A. J. Wylson, W. J. Quine, N. R. Grimwade. 

SECOND YEAR.—A.A. Travelling Studentship (value : 
£26 5s.), R. A. Maguire ; Second prize—Books (value : 
£10 10s.), J. C. F. Clark. Hon. Mentions: A. M. 
Graham, P. Matthews, P. A. Hamilton, G. W. Ripley, 
J. M. Brawne, P. B. Whiteley. 

TuirD YEAR.—Holloway Scholarship (tenable in fourth 
and fifth years) (value: £150), F. J. Webb; Third 
Year Travelling Studentship (value : £31 10s.), W. H. G. 
Salmon ; Third Prize—Books (value : £10 10s.) G. 
Spyer. Hon. Mentions: K. D. Smith, A. K. Allen, 
D. J. M. Bland, C. P. Sainsbury, Miss S. Hedgcock, M. A. 
Crosley. 

FourTH YEAR.—Year prize—Books (value : £10 10s.), 
P. J. Lord ; R.I.B.A. Henry Jarvis Scholarship for Con- 
struction (value : £50), D. J. Hinton. Hon. Mentions : 
A. C. Abbott, A. S Craig, R. H. J. Geary, L. H. Nixon, 
R. Smorczewski, B. G. R. Stille, W. R. Ussner, R. E. 
Wilkinson, P. E. Hynes, M. D. Willis. 

FurH YeEAR.—Fifth Year Travelling Studentship 
(value: £50), W. J. G. Godwin; Henry Florence 
Travelling Studentship (value: £50), H. S. Morel; 
Third prize—Books (value: £10 10s.), Miss S. C. 
Gibson.. Hon. Mentions: J. S. Ambrose, S. F. Amis, 
A. J. Ault, I. J. Campbell, P. P. De Saulles, F. Dolezal. 
C. H. Felton, S. J. Howard, J. Howlett, H. A. Higgins. 

G. H. Franklin, J. Kennett, J. W. W. Lyde, W. L. 
Muriel, R. P. Ney, P. Parkinson, G. V. Richards, D. S. 
Roberts, R. Rockel, W. White. 

The National Federation of Clay Industries Prize 
(value : £50), C. P. Womersley ; Roland Wilmot Paul 
Prize for study in Rome (value: £30), J. D. Noble ; 
Royal West of England Academy School of Architec- 
ture, Bristol. Prize in Design (value: £5 5s.), K. J. 
Steel. 

Alec Stanhope Forbes Prize for the best colour work 
during the session—Books (value : £5), A. C. Abbott ; 
Medal piesented annually by Le Société des Architects 
Diplomés par le Gouvernment, Paris, to the best Diploma 
student of the session, W. J. G. Godwin. 
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A PLAN FOR LUSAKA 


Capital of Northern Rhodesia 


G.A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., P-P.I.L.A. 
Consultant 


TPHE planning of a new capital city is an 

event of great importance. First the site 
has to be selected and, in the case of 
Northern Rhodesia, this was done by the late 
Professor Adshead, F.R.I.B.A., P-P.T.P.L., 
in 1930. The Professor also prepared the first 
In 1948, P. J. Bowling, F.R.I.C.S., 


plan. 
M.T.P.I., and T. B. Floyd, M.I.Mun.E., 
M.T.P.I., prepared a revised plan, and now, 


in 1950, Mr. Jellicoe has presented a further 
revision on new lines. The portions of these 
three plans relating to the central area are 


illustrated in the volume containing the 
present plan. 
Mr. Jellicoe’s plan, which has _ been 


approved in principle and adopted by the 
Lusaka Management Board, is concisely, at- 
tractively and for the most part diagrammati- 
cally presented. Development is taking place 
very rapidly (e.g., the European population 
has doubled in the last three and a half years) 
and this is used as an argument for flexibility; 
although clearly this rapidity of growth 
makes precise planning essential for the parts 
that are in process of development. 

The plan covers a region comprising an 
area of about 240 square miles, which will 
contain a population of 25,000 Europeans 
and 100,000 Natives, 103,000 of this total 
population to reside in Lusaka. It is esti- 
mated that this figure may be reached within 
25 years. No precise information is given 
with reference to present population. Having 
regard to the controversy with reference to 
white and coloured now raging in South 
Africa, it is interesting to note the care of 
the planner to secure the “associated and 
parallel” development of European and 
Native. 

Geographical information is somewhat 
scanty, but it appears that the capital is situ- 
ated on undulating ground, 4,000 feet above 
sea level and 1,100 miles south of the 
equator, at a point south of the Copper Belt, 
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and south of the centre of Northern 
Rhodesia. It is on the railway and the Great 


North Road. The temperature ranges from 
an average minimum of 50 deg. in June to 
an average maximum of 88 deg. in October, 
and “the country seems well suited to devel- 
opment by Europeans who are physically 
and mentally sympathetic.” 


The main feature of the Regional Plan is 
the proposed development of Chilanga (some 
seven miles to the south-south-west, across 
an arid plain which ends at Chilanga where 
hilly country begins) as a small industrial 
town and European suburb of Lusaka. 


The principal new feature of the plan for 
Lusaka is the inner and outer circular roads, 
each flanking a Landscape Mile—a belt of 
land about one mile wide, separating the 
inner town from the outer, “ mainly unsuit- 
able for buildings, but appropriate for open 
space purposes of all kind.” The note is 
made that the inner circular road creates a 
distinguished frontage for building. 


The central area, appropriately dominated 
by the cathedral, is planned in some detail, 
and includes, inter alia, a civic centre, town 
square, new shopping centre, central bus 
station adjoining the railway station, resi- 
dential estate and park. Light industry is 
placed on either side of the commercial 
centre. Heavy industry is located where 
sidings can be run and where land is level. 
Within the inner town there are nine neigh- 
bourhoods, four being European, four for 
African, and one undetermined. For the 
town as a whole the native population is dis- 
posed (a) in eight self-contained areas or 
townships (no township exceeding 10,000 
persons), and (b) as separate families in 
domestic service among the white population. 
A type block plan in the report shows a 
European half-acre plot, with separate but 
conveniently related houses for the European 
and his native domestic staff. 


As one expects in a plan by Mr. Jellicoe, 
landscape takes a prominent place. One of 
the premises of the plan is “the biological 
need to create for the European a landscape 
as stimulating and vivid as that of his native 
land, and thus avoid boredom; and within 
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this framework to retain for the native some. 
thing of his own background of sky ang 
forest, and thus avoid unsettlement.” 


General advice is given with reference to 
the siting of buildings, the planting of trees, 
and the use of water as a a landscape feature 
One is left with the impression that Lusak 
would be a good place to live and work jp 
if the plan is carried out in accordance with 
this advice. G. L. PEpter, 


BOOK 


THE PLANNING, CONSTRUCTION AND Map. 
TENANCE OF PLAYING FIELDS. By P, w. 
Smith, Chief Technical Adviser to the 
National Playing Fields Association, 
(Oxford University Press.) Price 30s, net. 
ALL THOSE responsible for the provision, 

layout, construction, or maintenance of 

playing fields will find this volume a most 
useful text-book. It is fully illustrated with 
plans, photographs and diagrams. It begins 
with a review of the minimum standards 
originally recommended by the National 

Playing Fields Association and then sets out 

the new standards evolved as the result of 

25 years’ experience, namely six acres of 

publicly owned and permanently preserved 

playing fields per thousand of the population, 

The next point discussed is as to how 
these acres should be distributed in relation 
to population and to meet site requirements 
such as reasonable flatness, appropriate 
subsoil, absence from flooding, etc. The 
space requirements for all outdoor games 
and athletics are then defined and illustrated 
in diagrams. This is followed by a chapter 

on the planning of playing fields, with a 

view to extracting the maximum amount of 

playing space from any land allotted to 
them. This chapter is illustrated by plans 
and diagrams and a chart indicating the best 
orientation for various games in England. 

Details of construction and equipment of 
playing pitches for all types of games and 


athletics are fully described, including the 
use of the latest mechanical devices. 
Management and maintenance are then 


dealt with and the last chapter comprises 


model forms of specification and tender. 
GEE: 
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“ DEMOUNTABLE 
© t FURNITURE 








Tees, 
— Designed by ARCON, 
k in Chartered Architects 
with 
ER, FOR THE OVERSEAS 
FOOD CORPORATION 

{AIN- 
.W. 

the 
tion. 

net, 
$10, AS part of their development scheme 
of for the Southern Province of 
most Tanganyika, the Overseas Food Cor- 
with poration have sponsored the erection 
gins of a sawmill and joinery works to pro- 
ards duce prefabricated buildings and furni- 
onal ture. Illustrated are examples of the 
out demountable’ furniture designed by 
t of Arcon, chartered architects, in collabora- 
; of tion with Taylor Woodrow Con- 
rved struction, Ltd., for the corporation. 
tion, In the prefabricated houses, the stor- 
how age furniture is built in as part of the 
tion structure. There are wardrobes in the 
ents bedrooms, cupboards and shelves in 
riate the living-room and store cupboards in 
The the utility room. The movable furni- 
mes ture’ is; therefore, limited to beds, 
ated tables and chairs of various types. The 
pter design determinants were : 
ha 1. The locally available hardwood? 
t of chiefly Muninga; 2. The use of 
| to machinery intended primarily for joinery 
lans manufacture ; 3. The use of native 
best labour both for manufacture and 
and. assembly ; 4. The avoidance of glues 
t of in the assembly operation; this on 
and account of doubts as to the behaviour 
the of glues in the Tanganyika climate and 
ces, doubts as to the reliability of native 
hen labour called upon to perform so critical 
ges an operation ; 5. An upholstery tech- 





nique—in line with the climatic condi- 

D tions—which avoided stuffiness and 

: facilitated washability ; and 6. A maxi- 

mum interchangeability of parts to 

simplify not only manufacture but 
recognition during assembly. 

wh 


ms Chairs: The essential features of the Frond dag 
chairs are the wedge method of assembly 
and the canting of the front and rear Details of front leg and rail assembly of chair. 





morlices um side nak and beg, 
all Corsion being Cahon nos. 








rails in order to provide stiffness in two 
directions. In the assembled chair 
| ke the wedge joint looks comparatively 
ee simple, the subtleties are not visible. 
3 | The detail of the joint can be seen only 

when the chair is dismantled to show 
the tongue in the leg element and the 
corresponding groove in the side rail 
element. This groove and tongue are 
designed to take up a torsional'strain 
which, if transferred by the projecting 
toes of the front and rear rail, would 
cause the legs to split. This wedge 
assembly is used both for -pright 
chairs and armchairs and settees but, as 
opposed to the upright chair, the side 
rails in the armchair and the settee 
are arched up to receive arm rests, a 
horizontally driven wedge being used 
to secure the arm rest to the side. rail. 
The upholstery consists of “a pre- 
tensioned webbing harness on to which 
a linen-covered, foamed rubber cushion 





Secretary’s chair. Dressing table. 
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is fixed by means of press-studs. The 
harness transmits all loads to the timber 





framework which is appropriately slotted T 
to receive the webbing, the harness 
being tensioned during the assembly Stoc 
operation. There is no particular novelty of t 
about thé foamed rubber cushion chal 
interiors but in both armchair and rive 
settee, seat cushion and back cushion in 
are interchangeable. The linen cushion eith 
covers are designed envelope fashion to rive 
facilitate removal for laundry — a fre- on 
quent requirement in hot countries. AG 
Tables : The tables are built of two time 
separate assemblies, a leg and _ rail the 
assembly, and a table-top assembly a st 
with or without drawers. The leg and forn 
rail assembly is similar in principle to a 
that of the chair frame but the table- ow. 
Group of furniture showing dining table and chairs, armchair and occasional table. | top assembly employs a ‘technique T 
similar to that used in the construction 
of drawing boards—planks tongued one be 
; into another and held together with wor 
cross-battens. The connection between 140, 
the leg-framework and the table-top is it h 
effected by timber turnbuckles with a ches 
locking wedge action. dom 
There are a number of types of table pose 
—a dining table, two sizes of occasional wo 
tables, a two-tier table for bedroom use, are 
a typist’s table and a dressing table— Rep! 
the two latter being very similar except = 


that the dressing table top is shaped and 
provided with supports for a triple 
mirror. In all table tops there are V- 
joints between the individual planks 
because it is accepted that the climatic 
conditions of Southern Tanganyika are 
such that there can be no guarantee of 
dimensional stability. 


An interesting detail of the typist’s 
and dressing tables is the method of 
hanging the drawers. The two-drawer 
nests hang directly from the cross-bat- 
tens of the table top assembly and the 
lower drawer in the nest is hung from 
the upper drawer. Thus, to get at the 
top drawer, both drawers must be pulled 
out ; the lower drawer however, opens 
independentiy. Time alone will show 
whether this drawer assembly will work 
out satisfactorily in practice. It does, 
however, represent a _ considerable 
economy in manufacture. 


Conclusion: While the table-top and 
drawers are screw-assembled, all the 
framework members are wedge-assem- 
bled. This wedge technique was 
adopted because it has affinities with 
East African tradition and is relatively 
foolproof. At the same time this 
rather unsophisticated joint has its de- 
merits, the chief of which is that the 
tongues through which the wedges are 
driven have to be of a size sufficient 
to house the wedge without risk of 
splitting. Thus, the members which 
receive the tongue must—at the point 
of junction—be of a larger size than 
would be necessary were the joint, for 
example, glued. For British produc- 
tion—and possibly later for Afri- 
can production—a_ different joint 
has been devised based on the use of 
dowels and a concealed locking screw. 
This new technique cuts production 
costs and reduces the timber content 
of each item of furniture, but in achieving 
this economy, the furniture loses a little 
of its robustness. 





Dressing table components. 
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Selected dining-chair components. 
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THE CENTRE OF STOCKPORT 
Dr. Thomas Sharp’s Plan 


THE problem set for Mr. Thomas Sharp 
in replanning the central area of 
Stockport is, owing to the physical structure 
of the site, of an exceptional and interesting 
character.* At its N.W. margin runs the 
river Mersey at an early stage of its course 
in a definite valley, with rising ground on 
either side. Immediately to the south of the 
river runs an arterial route, A560, while 
crossing over this at a right angle is another, 
A6 (here called Wellington-road). Some 
time back the route A560 was improved by 
the construction of Mersey-way,’ covering in 
a section of the river, and these two roads 
form the present west and north boundaries 
of the central area, rising to high ground 
towards the east. 

This area, of some 120 acres, is admitted to 
be occupied by buildings in general un- 
worthy of the county borough, with its 
140,000 inhabitants. As a shopping centre 
it has suffered from its proximity to Man- 
chester and its shops are on a much more 
domestic scale than would be normal for a 
town of this size, many being converted from 
two-storey dwelling houses. Intermingled 





*“County Borough of Stockport Town Centre 
Replanned.” By Thomas Sharp. Published by 
Stockport Corporation, 1950. Copies of book from 
Town Clerk’s Office, Stockport, price 1s. 
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with the shopping streets are small, densely- 
packed houses, mostly over a hundred years 
old and due for clearance. - In fact, some 
are already down and most of the others 
quite unfit for modern use; they must in any 
case be cleared away as soon as conditions 
permit, and then the sound buildings that 
remain could mostly be fitted into a replan- 
ning scheme. 

The question regarded as of primary im- 
portance in such a scheme is the proximity of 
the two before-mentioned arterial routes to 
the centre, which has its own local traffic 
activities. It is considered desirable to divert 
A560 to a line north of the river, with a 
roundabout connection to A6, thus reserving 
Mersey-way for the centre. As regards 
Wellington-road (A6) this will retain its 
through traffic but improved communications 
would be provided further east through the 
centre of the area, opening up new sites for 
much-needed additional public buildings in 
the neighbourhood of the present town hall, 
where the new roadway would strike off 
from Wellington-road. 

The new public buildings contemplated 
comprise supplementary municipal offices, an 
assembly hall, a health centre, law courts, 
central police station, fire station, and a 


Borough of Stockport 





ear 











STOCKPORT TOWN CENTRE, showing Dr. Thomas Skarp’s proposals. 
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covered market. These would be on the 
central part of the site, except the market, 
which is located at the N.W. margin along 
route A560. The most drarnatic and dom- 
inating of all building sites in Stockport is 
that on High Bank Side at present occupied 
by some of the worst slums. This site is 
suggested for the law courts, standing 45 feet 
above Mersey-way, with the land at the foot 
of this terrace laid out as gardens and the 
Mersey-way frontage facing them as the 
main shopping line, thus suggesting, on a 
smaller scale, Princes-street, Edinburgh. 

The view is expressed that with through 
traffic removed from Mersey-way this road 
will become the main shopping street of the 
town; and here, with long’ new building 
frontages, it should be possible to achieve a 
well sustained architectural effect; elsewhere, 
the shopping streets may have a reasonable 
degree of architectural freedom, and the 
irregular levels would give opportunities for 
detailed studies securing interesting street 
pictures in addition to those so far worked 
out in the plan. Space is allowed for tree 
planting which would enhance the amenities 
of the centre. 

Two other demands have been dealt with 
in the plan, namely, a central omnibus sta- 
tion and parking for private cars. The main 
streets of the centre will continue to carry 
the bulk of local bus-traffic and the best 
position for the bus station is that which has 
long been planned for it, to the west of 
Wellington Bridge. The entrance would 
be from a roundabout in the _ re- 
arranged Mersey-square, under the bridge, 
and the layout would be one of continuous 
platforms grouped round a central bus- 
circulation space. This position would be 
conveniently near the main railway station. 
For cars it is intended to provide a number 
of well distributed medium-sized standing- 
places to provide for a total of 400 cars, with 
a possible addition of 150 at the market, 
when not in use. Should these allowances 
prove insufficient it might be necessary to 
consider the adoption of “ mechanical park- 
ing” in a specially designed building. 

In general the scheme looks to be an in- 
genious and effective solution of the prob- 
lems presented by a difficult but very interest- 
ing site. H.-V. L. 


B. S e - 
Annual General Meeting 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
British Standards Institution was held on 
July 11 and Sir William Larke presided. The 
Rt. Hon. Sir John Andersen, P.C., G.C.B., 
F.R.S., was elected president. © 

Mr. Roger Duncalfe, chairman of the 
general council, in presenting the annual 
report, explained that the work had ex- 
panded during the year in all sections, both 
nationally and internationally. The B.S.I. 
had distributed nearly three-quarters of a 
million copies of British Standards, many of 
them volumes of considerable size. He 
pointed out that the library now holds copies 
of about 43,000 oversea standards. 

Reference was also made to the growth 
in certification marking and to the work of 
the B.S.I. in connection with securing 
approval to electrical appliances for export 


to Canada. During the year a further 
oversea committee had been set’ up in 
Rhodesia. 


Sir William Larke, the retiring president, 
in his closing address, emphasised the need 
for the B.S.I. to remain an independent 
body, supported by all sections of industry 
and Gevernment under the direct control of 
an elected council. 
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SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 
R.1.B.A. 

Notes from Council Minutes 


Following are notes from the minutes of 


the R.LB.A. Council meeting held on 
July 4:— 
Appointment: National Consultative 


Council of the Building and Civil Engineer- 
ing Industries: R.L.B.A. Representatives for 
the year 1950-1951: Mr. Michael Waterhouse 
(Past-President) and Mr. T. Cecil Howitt (F.) 
reappointed. 

Chairman of the R.J.B.A. Registration 
Committee—The Council accepted with 
regret the resignation of Lieut.-Colonel V. H. 
Seymer (F.) as chairman of the R.I.B.A. 
Registration Committee and one of the Insti- 
tute’s representatives on the A.R.CU.K. 

Gift Parcels: The Council considered a 
letter from the secretary of the Royal Vic- 
torian Institute of Architects saying that a 
total of £490 12s. 8d. had been collected and 
that 676 parcels of food had been despatched 
to members of the profession and dependants 
in the United Kingdom whose names had 
been supplied by the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society. Members of Council spoke in appre- 
ciation of the generosity of the Royal 
Victorian Institute, and it was unanimously 
resolved to express to the President and 
Council of the R.V.I.A. the grateful appre- 
ciation and thanks of the Institute. 

Committee to Study Reports of Working 
Party on the Building Industry and Anglo- 
American Productivity Team: It was agreed 
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to set up an ad hoc committee with the 
following terms of reference:— 

(a) To review the reports of the Working 
Party on the Building Industry and the Anglo- 
American Productivity Team from the Build- 
ing Industry with particular reference to 
matters on which those reports invite the 
attention of the architectural profession; 

(b) To give further consideration to the 
practical side of the architect’s training, and 
to consult with the R.I.B.A. Board of Archi- 
tectural Education for the purpose; 

(c) To consider the particular matters on 
which H.M. Government have invited action 
jointly by the professions and the building 
industry, and to hold meetings with repre- 
sentatives of the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors, the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, and the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives as 
appropriate; 

(d) To report to the Council on (a), (b) 
and (c) above and make recommendations 
on:— 

(1) Any action considered necessary by 
the R.I.B.A. individually; 

(2) Any action considered necessary by 
the R.I.B.A. jointly with other organisa- 
tions representing the professions or the 
building industry; 

(3) Any advice that should be given by 
the R.I.B.A. as to needful action by H.M. 
Government. 

The following members were appointed:— 
Kenneth M. B. Cross (F.), T. Cecil Howitt 
(F.), Sir Lancelot Keay (Past-President), D. H. 
McMorran (F.), R. H. Matthew (A.), Sir 
Percy Thomas (Past-President) and Michael 
Waterhouse (Past-President). 
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COUNTY ARCHITECTS’, SOCIETy 


At the annual general meeting of the 
County Architects’ Society held at the 
R.I.B.A. headquarters on June 15, warm 
tributes were paid to the work of the retir- 
ing officers, namely: Mr. C. G. Stillman, 
F.R.I.B.A. (President), Mr. A. G. Chant, 
F.R.I.B.A. (Hon. Secretary), and Mr. H. Carr, 
F.R.1LB.A., F.R.LC.S. (Hon. Treasurer), 

The following officers were unanimously 
elected for the ensuing year: President, Mr, 
A. G. Chant, F.R.I.B.A., County Architect, 
Shropshire; Vice-president, Mr. J. Harrison, 
A.R.I.B.A., County Architect, Surrey; Hon, 
Secretary, Mr. F. R. Steele, F.R.IB.A, 
F.R.LCS., M.T.P.I., County Architect, West 
Sussex; and Hon. Treasurer and Assistant 
Secretary, Mr. G. R. Hutton, F.R.I.B.A, 
F.R.I.CS., County Architect, Oxfordshire, 


Oxford School Recognised. 


Tue R.I.B.A. has recently informed the 
Oxford Schools of Technology, Art and 
Commerce that it has approved the recog. 
nition of the School of Architecture for the 
purpose of exemption from the final exami- 
nation of the R.I.B.A. 

There are at present about a hundred full- 
time students in attendance at the school, 
which is one part of the Schools of Tech- 
nology, Art and Commerce, and is one of 
the very few schools in England in which 
architecture and building are in the same 
department and administered by the same 
head—Mr. J. R. Tolson, A.R.I.B.A. The 
senior assistant for architecture is Mr. 
R. W. Cave, A.R.I.B.A. 
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NEW FRONT 


TO THE STEEL SHOP, for Bellis and Morcom, Birmingham. 





Buckland and Haywood, 


FF.R.I.B.A., Architects. 
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BUILDERS’ VISIT TO HOLLAND 


Reconstruction Progress 


ee MATION collected and impressions 
gained by delegates of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers on their recent visit to Holland 
to study the progress of reconstruction work, 
are contained in their report prepared by 
Mr. W. Keith Martin, immediate past-presi- 
dent of the Federation, which has just been 
issued. Following are extracts taken from 
the report: 


In contrast with our Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of Works and Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning, Holland has one 
ministry only, The Ministry of Reconstruc- 
tion and Housing. 


Despite its difficulties of land reclamation 
to provide housing sites and the extensive 
piling and foundation work which is so often 
necessary, Holland, with a population of 
10,000,000 people, is now producing 50,000 
houses per year, and by 1961 it is anticipated 
that every family would have a roof over 
its head. The problem of the small family 
and newly married couples is to be solved 
by the erection of some 60/70,000 Duplex 
houses. 


The programme of works. appears to be 
more balanced than in Great Britain; 
churches, town halls, commercial and public 
buildings are being restored in conjunction 
with housing, which has priority, with the 
result that the highly skilled craftsman can 
ply his trade and teach the boys who are 
to follow on. The private-enterprise house- 
builder is not maligned and. ostracised, and 
housing associations are encouraged by 
financial assistance to help in the problem of 
trehousing the people. 


Absence of strikes in all industries and the 
teamwork between employer and operative 
is getting the job done despite the stabilisa- 
tion of wages and the tendency for the cost 
of living to rise. Regard appears to be given 
to the financial aspect, and the guiding 
principle is to rehouse as many as_ possible 
with the funds available. As Marshall Aid 
is playing a large part in rehousing the 
Dutch people, this seems a prudent approach 
to a difficult problem. Holland does not 
employ direct labour. 


Middelburg. 


Middelburg, on the island of Walcheren, 
with its Gothic layout and its eighteenth- 
century architecture, suffered severely in May, 
1940, because it would not surrender to the 
German invaders. In 1944 the outskirts of 
the town were flooded when we breached 
the dykes at Westkapelle. The destruction 
of the central part of this old city produced 
the problem of replanning and. the lines it 
should take. 


One difficulty was that the present time 
possesses no pronounced style of architec- 
ture, and it was questionable whether the 
Temains of the old city, in particular the 
abbey and the Gothic town hall, which was 
capable of restoration, would harmonise with 
any new plan. The circular Gothic layout 
plan was found to be still remarkably 
serviceable, subject to the introduction of 
some improvements. Finally, it was decided 
to rebuild the city centre on the lines of 
the old layout and to make the new buildings 
harmonise with this layout and the former 
character of the city. In this effort the city 
authority is being singularly 


successful, and when the work is complete 
and the newness of the materials has dis- 
appeared, Middelburg will have recaptured 
its medizval atmosphere and character with- 
out much of the inconvenience suffered as a 
result of the unduly narrow streets of bygone 
days. 


Housing in Middelburg. 

The rehousing of the people of Middel- 
burg is being dealt with on the basis: of 
the two-storey family houses, and Duplex 
houses, in concrete, for the small families 
and the newly weds on the outskirts of the 
city. The following examples give a fair 
idea of what is being done. For the purpose 
of converting prices to sterling the Dutch 
guilder or florin has been taken as being 
worth 2s, 


Example 1. (Erected 1948.)}—The house 
inspected was one of a terrace built of bricks 
with a roof falling from the front to back, 
on the Finnish and Swedish principle, 
covered with bitumen felt and insulated with 
glass wool despite which the _ upstairs 
rooms were appreciably warmer than those 
downstairs on a hot afternoon in June. The 
interior walls were finished in a semi-rough 
white cement rendering which provided a 
satisfactory and clean finish and avoided 
all the discoloration arising from distemper- 
ing on new plaster. Stoves, cookers, coppers, 
water-heater and floor coverings are all 
provided by the tenant. Heating is by 
anthracite stove in the living-room and on 
the upstairs landing. The occupant was the 
secretary to the Burgomaster, the equivalent 
of Mayor in England, except that in 
Holland a burgomaster is a salaried official 
appointed by the Crown. 


The accommodation comprised: 1 large 
bedroom, 3 small bedrooms, bathroom, 
sitting room and living room with com- 
municating doors, kitchen and drying room. 
The property fronted one road and backed 
on to another, and at rear there was a 6-ft. 
walled enclosure to give the housewife 
privacy for washing in the open. 
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Refuse Collection. 


The system of refuse collection is worthy 
of note and emulation. The tenants are 
supplied with buckets having lips and covers 
at a cost of 10s. per annum. Totally 
enclosed dust carts are used and the lip of 
the bucket is pressed on 'to the side of the 
refuse lorry, which in turn releases a trap 
cover and the bucket is;then emptied-iato 
the lorry after which the cover slides back 
into position. The resuli is no smell and 
no refuse blown about the streets and 
gardens by the wind as often happens with 
other systems of refuse collection. 

Cost of construction was between £1,800 
and £2,000, which includes making up the 
ground level by about a foot, but no piling 
was used. State subsidy £800. 

Example No. 2. (Erected 1949.)}—This 
house was also one of a terrace, brick built 
with shallow pitch roof, covered with 
Dutch interlocking pantiles fixed to board- 
ing. This house was, occupied by a 
draughtsman in the employ of the city 
authority. Accommodation: 1 double 
and 2 single bedrooms, living room with 
fireplace for anthracite stove, small parlour 
with fireplace, kitchen with door leading to 
internal lobby and w.c., 1 singk room 
outhouse for storage. Rent lls. 9d. per 
week exclusive. 

National taxation was not assessed, but 
was estimated by a representative from the 
city authority at £5 per annum, based upon 
the family, the furniture and equipment. 
Cost of erection £1,250. 

The following items give an idea of cost 
of house-building work in Middelburg:— 
Half brick wall in 2-in. facings (standard 
Dutch brick), 11s. per yd; super; one brick 
wall in 2-in. facings, 18s. 9d. per yd. super; 
reinforced concrete, including shuttering, 
£8 10s. per yd. cube; cream and white wall 
tiling, 7s. 8d. per yd. super; Dutch interlocking 
pantiles, 380s. per 1,000; Ruberoid roofing 
covered with gravel, 7s. 8d. per yd. super; 
one layer of bituminous felt on hemp paper 
with gravel covering, 4s. 10d. per yd. super. 

Flooring and matching, 168s. per square; 
glazing in large squares 3 mm. thick, 1s. 4d. 
per ft. super; burning off and repainting as 
required, 7s. 8d. per yd. super; taking up 
and relaying old slates, 65s. 6d. per square; 
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new slating, 406s. 9d. per square; plastering 
(internal), 4s. 8d. per yd. super. 

Timber at between £15/£17 per cubic 
metre is five times the pre-war price; £16 
per cubic metre=nearly £77 per standard. 
General building costs are 34 times above 
pre-war prices. 


Rates of Pay. 

Bricklayers and carpenters earn a fraction 
over 2s. per hour for 48-hour week; Fore- 
man bricklayer plus 40 per cent.; labourers 
a fraction under Is. 10d. or £4 10s. per week. 
Incentives are being worked which enables 
craftsmen to earn £6 to £7 per week but 
employers do not like incentives. Plasterers 
earn up to £10 per week. 


Arnhem. 

The town of Arnhem suffered great 
damage in the fight for liberation, and the 
first effort at rehousing was to build single- 
storey temporary dwellings from bricks 
salvaged from the ruins. New housing is 
limited to between 360 to 500 cubic metres 
per dwelling,.exclusive of outbuildings. 

The town planning of Arnhem is worthy 
of comment, because the town is built on 
the hillside, facing south and south-west, and 
the residential accommodation spreads into 
the woodlands like the fingers of a hand. 
Some of the streets, lined with ,red chestnut 
trees in full bloom, made a delightful picture. 
Here in Arnhem were signs of a balanced 
building programme, because public and 
other buildings were receiving attention 
simultaneously with housing. 


Amsterdam. 


As would be expected, the capital of the 
Netherlands has a master plan for housing 
its rapidly increasing population which has 
due regard to where its inhabitants are 
going to work, where they are going to live, 
how they are going to get to and from their 
work and where they are going to find 
recreation. 

Amsterdam is a city built on piles, and in 
the old parts considerable trouble has been 
experienced from damp, particularly in base- 
ments. In new Amsterdam this trouble is 
being avoided by raising the level of the 
land, usually with sand; this is pumped to 
the site by means of pipe lines as a general 
rule, but sometimes transport is used; before 
new building can begin expensive land re- 
clamation and foundation piling are neces- 
sary and then thousands upon thousands of 
yards of sand are required to raise the 
general level of the area. Much of the newer 
development has been flats of four storeys, 
but garden cities are now to be built with 
dwellings at 28 to the acre. About 45 per 
cent. of the dwellings will be one-family 
houses, and near large open spaces 12-storey 
flats are to be built: this is something quite 
out of the general run of housing accom- 
modation for Holland. 


Rotterdam. . 

In Rotterdam one of the problems which 
arose from war devastation was how to re- 
accommodate the wholesale traders. While 
it was of the greatest importance that Rotter- 
dam should remain the centre of the inland 
wholesale trade, it was not possible to re-erect 
the old style of accommodation, if advantage 
was to be taken of replanning the destroyed 
area in accordance with present-day concep- 
tion and needs. A solution was found in 


establishing a large collective building for the 
wholesale trade on much the same pattern as 
that which has been successfully exploited 
(An illustrated article describ- 


in the U.S.A. 
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ing this building appeared in The Builder 
on July 14 last.) 

The programme for Rotterdam follows 
much the same pattern as for Amsterdam. 
Flats in buildings of four storeys are much 
in evidence in the suburbs, obviously consti- 
tuting the pre-war effort. In addition there 
is a charming garden village called Vreewyk 
(Dutch for garden village), built specially for 
the artisan class. It comprises 10,000 houses, 
8,500 of which were built pre-war and 1,500 
post-war. Good use had been made of the 
physical features and money had not been 
wasted on roads of unnecessary width. 

In Rotterdam houses which had been 
erected to provide temporary accommoda- 
tion after the first world war were seen. 
True, they were built of brick, but one’s 
thoughts could not be prevented from return- 
ing to our “ prefabs,” costing something over 
£1,650 each, without uneasiness as to the 
future. All war damage to the docks and 
harbour installations has been repaired, 
which fact is being celebrated by a grand 
exhibition entitled “Rotterdam Ahoy.” 


How Costs Have Risen. 

At the outbreak of hostilities in 1939 there 
was a surplus of housing accommodation in 
the Netherlands. By Liberation Day, 1945, 
some 100,000 dwellings had been totally 
destroyed as a result of the war. After 
taking a census it was estimated in May, 
1947, that there was a shortage of 300,000 
dwellings arising from the war, the large 
number of marriages in 1946 and 1947 and 
the general cessation of house building dur- 
ing most of. the war years. The size of the 
family has decreased, i.e., from 1930 to 1947 
families of two to three persons have in- 
creased, while those of six and more have 
greatly diminished: families of four to five 
have shown little change. Although 100,000 
houses have been built since the war, 30 per 
cent. of Dutch families are still sharing 
accommodation. i 

At the best period in 1937 the annual 
capacity of the building industry was esti- 
mated at 52,000 dwellings, and the present 
output is approximately 50,000 dwellings per 
annum. 

Building costs in relation to 1938-39 (taken 
as 100 per cent.) have risen to between 350 
and 400 per cent. Materials have risen to 
400 per cent., and labour in the towns to 
290 per cent., and in the country districts to 
350 to 400 per cent., against the pre-war 
figure of 100 per cent. 

Traditional methods of building have held 
their own in Holland, as they have in Eng- 
land; the only advantage, according to the 
Dutch, of prefabrication is the possibility 
of using other than traditional building 
materials. It is admitted quite frankly by 
the Netherlands that without Marshall Aid 
it would not be possible to maintain the 
present standard of living or the present 
volume of building operations. Wage rates 
are much the same as in England, but the 
cost of living is lower, and so is taxation. 
The shops are well stocked, and coffee only 
is rationed. Rents are approximately 10 per 
cent. of living costs. 

Shortage of materials has hampered pro- 
duction, but the supply position is improv- 
ing. Building prices now seem stabilised, 
and in some instances there has been a 10 per 
cent. reduction. The cubic content of new 
dwellings generally is about 320 metres and 
the average cost, exclusive of land, fees 
and charges, which include making up the 
site, is £1,200; piling for foundations is 
included in the housing cost. The bricklayer 
lays an average of 1,200 2-inch bricks per 
day of eight and a half hours. 
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A TRIPLE APPEAL 


Incentives, Co-operation and Controls 


"THREE appeals concerning incentives 
industrial co-operation and building 
controls were made by Mr. Roperr 0, 
Lioyp, O.B.E. (of Birkenhead), President of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, at the half-yearly general meet. 
ing of the Northern Counties Regional Fede. 
ration at South Shields on July 19. 

The international situation, of which the 
war in Korea was a symptom, he said, placed 
an additional responsibility on the building 
industry to do all in its power to increase 
its efficiency and, wherever possible, reduce 
costs. 

“With this end in view,” continued ir 
Lloyd, “I want to-day to issue a threefold 
appeal. First to my fellow employers to use 
on all jobs possible the systems of payments. 
by-results, which, where employed, have 
yielded such promising results over the last 
two years, and also to exercise the most strip- 
gent economy in the use of such vital 
materials as timber, cement and bricks, 

“Second, to the operatives and _ their 
leaders. To them I would say: ‘Let us use 
the remainder of 1950 to get closer together 
instead of indulging in loose talk about 
nationalisation, which might dislocate the 
good industrial relations which have existed 
for so many years.” 

“ Third, to the Government. Government 
departments have plenty of room for the sim- 
plification of controls. 
that the building industry, after five years of 
= tutelage, can now stand on its own 
ect. 


HOUSING IN SCOTLAND 
Place of Housing Associations 


Mr. Tom FRaserR, M.P., Joint Parlia- 
mentary Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland, heard representations on July 14 
in St. Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, from the 
Scottish branch of the Federation of Houws- 
ing Associations in favour of greater scope 
—_ given to housing associations in Scot- 
and, 

Mr. Fraser, while emphasising that it was 
the Government’s intention that housing 
associations should continue to play their 
part in the housing schemes, said that in the 
meantime the Government must continue to 
look to local authorities as the principal 
agent for the building of houses to let. The 
efforts of housing associations and private 
persons must be confined to priority cases 
in special categories. 

The Secretary of State had defined these 
categories and a fair trial must be given to 
the present system. The whole question of 
restrictions on private building would cor- 
tinue to be kept under close review. While 
he recognised that housing associations were 
somewhat different from private enterprise, 
any concessions to those associations would 
have to form part of any major change in 
Government policy. 

Until restrictions could be relaxed, housing 
associations could undertake building only 
for persons clearly falling within the 
priority groups. 


British Plastics Exhibition. 

The British Plastics Exhibition and Con 
vention is to be held from June 6-16, 195I, 
within the period of the Festival of Britain. 
The exhibition will be held in the National 
Hall, Olympia, and will be open to the 
public. The convention is to run concur 
rently with the exhibition and will also be 
held at Olympia. 
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HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY 
IN HOUSING 
Mr. Richard Costain on Incentives 


HE importance of reducing building 
costs was emphasised afresh by the 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, Mr. R. R. CosTain, C.B.E., 
when he spoke at a luncheon meeting of 
No. 5 Area in Putney on July 11. Mr. 
T. T. Brown, chairman of the Area, presided. 
“The vital question before the building 
industry to-day,” said Mr. Costain, “is, as 
ithas long been, to reduce costs. . With that 
js the cognate question, which is certain to 
be pressed by the operatives before long, now 
that even the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has recognised the case for a mild thawing 
of the wage freeze, of increasing wages. 

“I believe that both can be solved 
together if we regard them as related parts 
of a single problem and increase the practice 
of giving incentive payments for extra work. 
Overtime, which has a sentimental appeal to 
the outsider, is costly. For a variety of 
reasons it is not the answer to the problem. 
Incentives, I believe, are.” 

Where incentives were in operation to-day, 
he continued, costs were being steadily 
reduced, and there was a growing demand 
on the part of the operatives for an 
extension of their use. That way the 
employer, the operative and the public got 
what they wanted—quicker and less costly 
building. 

He went on: “Some people, and they are 
not confined to one side of the industry, 
seem to fear that if we work too hard we 
shall use up the available materials too 
quickly and so cause a stoppage of work. 
That, to my mind, is nonsense. I believe 
that the quicker we use up the materials, 
the quicker we shall enforce our demand for 
bigger and better supplies, just as the quicker 
we complete the target for to-day, in housing, 
for example, the sooner the building in- 
dustry will get a bigger target for to-morrow. 

“In this the interests of the public and 
the building industry are one—speedier and 
less costly building and with the vast amount 
of building to be done, and with full 
employment guaranteed, there need be no 
fear on the part of the operatives that they 
will work themselves out of a job.” 


Progressive Increase in Housing ? 


Speaking later at a meeting of Central 
Area No. 1, Mr. CosTaIn made an urgent 
plea to the Government to widen the scope 
of its housing programme. With the 
steadily improving export figures and the 
tise in the gold reserves, the Government 
had less and less reason for refusing to 
increase ‘its housing programme to meet the 
needs of the day, he said. 

During the devaluation scare, the Govern- 
ment reduced the number of houses to be 
built. Six months later it put the figure 
back. Then it gave us a target of 200,000 
houses a year for three years. ‘‘ Why not 
a progressively rising scale,” Mr. Costain 
asked. “Say, 200,000 this year, which is 
easily within the capacity of the industry; 
250,000 next year, and 300,000 in 1952? A 
scale of that sort would put the industry 
on its mettle. It would help us to reduce 
costs, for it would put fresh heart into the 
operatives. And even if the Government 
kept its four-to-one plan for local authority 
houses it would still stimulate the building 
of private houses.” 

No one who read the recent speech by 
the Archbishop of York in the House of 
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Lords could fail to have been moved by 
the case he made for a new attack on the 
slums. The slums were not only the slums 
we knew and deplored before the war. They 
were these slums plus all the other build- 
ings which by age and neglect had become 
slums during the past dozen years. 

Mr. Costain concluded: ‘To increase the 
housing programme may mean dollars for 
timber and a drop in the export of cement, 
but I suggest to the Government that they 
are saving far less in dollars than they are 
losing in human misery among the people 
of Great Britain by restricting housing.” 


THE CEMENT SHORTAGE 


Makers’ Explanation 


G PEAKING of the cement shortage in a 

recent statement to the Press, LorD 
SELBORNE, chairman of the Cement Makers’ 
Federation, said: This year, as Mr. Stokes 
has himself confessed, the Government under- 
estimated the amount of cement that would 
be required for the home market. This 
has been partly due to the abnormally good 
building weather that has prevailed. In fact. 
during this first half of 1950 the cement 
industry has delivered into the home market 
150,000 tons more than the Government 
originally estimated would be _ required. 
Except for a very small fraction, this huge 
output of cement has been achieved on our 
pre-war plant. Before the war no cement 
shortage ever occurred because the industry 
was always able to plan production ahead 
of demand and to build new factories when 
and where required. Immediately after the 
Armistice in 1945 the cement industry sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Works plans for 
the construction of three new factories and 
the reconstruction or enlargement of six 
others, the whole programme being designed 
to produce an additional 1,570,000 tons of 
cement per annum. Now at the end of 
five years, of this 1,570,000 tons per annum 
new capacity only some 300,000 tons per 
annum are today in operation. 
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PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF 
BUILDING 
A.U.B.T.W. Conference Views 


FRR EFERENCE to the questions of wage 

increases and the guaranteed week were 
mad= by Mr. Harry Adams in his presi- 
dential address to the national delegate 
conference of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers, held at Porthcawl, 
on July 17. After expressing the opinion 
that the continuing slight decline in member- 
ship would soon be arrested, Mr. ADAMS 
announced that it had been decided that no 
more adult trainees would be admitted into 
the union. “We have come to the settled 
conclusion that the one source of recruitment 
into the building crafts and trades must be 
through the National Apprenticeship Scheme; 
and the systematic training of lads so that 
they will acquire the necessary craft skills, 
and adapt their minds, bodies and hands 
thereto.” 

The persistent organisation and education 
of the non-unionists now working on the 
jobs must be carried on with vigorous 
determination, continued the President. To 
ensure the full recognition and maintenance 
of trade union standards, the application of 
safety and welfare regulations, and worthy 
production, it was essential that all the 
workers should be organised and expressive, 
and that effective relationships be established 
with the managements, particularly on the 
larger jobs through joint production com- 
mittees. At the stage now reached such com- 
mittees provided the best channels for joint 
consultation and regulation on the scenes of 
operations. 


The Wages Question 


Two principal questions were occupying 
the attention of the members: wages and the 
guaranteed week. Last February one half- 
penny per hour increase had become due in 
accord with the cost-of-living sliding scale 
agreement, but in view of the policy of 
wages restraint adopted by the Trades Union 
Congress no claim for a further increase of 
wages had been made. But prices had risen 
sharply and were still rising. And company 
reports and the City columns in the Press 
did not indicate restraint in regard to profits. 
Despite increased productivity the workers 
found themselves in a worsened position. 

“So much is at stake that it is absolutely 
necessary to speak clearly and forcibly in 
respect to this policy,” declared Mr. Adams. 
“ While there is no worker in the country who 
would not endorse the avowed aim of the 
Government to avoid inflation and effect 
economic recovery, and be willing to make 
sacrifices to that end, as they have already 
done, every understanding worker has now 
come to the conclusion that the tendency 
has been towards the fixation of the working 
class as a robot-class to ensure the rehabili- 
tation of capitalism from the ruinous condi- 
tion it was in after the war, and to enable 
it to wax strong and flourish with all its old 
disorders and evils. Far different from 
moving forward, systematically, towards a 
planned economy on whose foundations 
alone real economic recovery from which 
the people will benefit can be achieved in 
the modern world.” 


The Guaranteed Week 


Turning to the question of the guaranteed 
week, Mr. Adams said that the operatives 
already had 32 hours of the working week 
guaranteed, But they wanted the full week 
of 44 hours guaranteed. Insistence on the 
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full guaranteed: week was the first step that 
must now be taken towards the decasualisa- 
tion of the industry. 


It was the only obvious method which 
could be adopted to compel the employers 
and managements to plan and organise build- 
ing operations so as to reduce waste of time 
and labour. When it was found that full 
wages had to be paid, ways and means would 
be found to avoid such waste. Those who 
owned and managed the industry would be 
spurred on to make it more efficient. 


“The full guaranteed week is the essential 
preliminary to establishing full employment,” 
stated the speaker. “‘ When the industry is 
thoroughly conditioned to providing a full 
week’s work for those in its service without 
interruptions, the basis will have been estab- 
lished for the provision of continuous 
employment. 


Public Ownership of Building 


“As far as we are concerned, everything 
must now be done to achieve the public 
ownership of the building industry. The 
Report of the Working Party to inquire into 
the organisation and operations of the in- 
dustry has given us a clear picture of what 
it is and how it works. That it reveals a 
very unsatisfactory state of affairs, both 
from the standpoint of the service rendered 
to the community and from the standpoint 
of the workers who, amidst its disorders and 
drawbacks, have to earn their living by 
rendering that service, there can be no 
question. . . . It should be of great value 
in our endeavour to convince the people that 
public ownership is the only way by which 
the building industry can be transformed 
into the efficient social service it must be if 
it is to accomplish the immense tasks of 
construction that lie ahead.” 

Building workers had no say in manage- 
ment, in regard to the kind of building, the 
costs, the means and materials used, or the 
worthiness of the construction. Any attempt 
on their part to do so would meet with 
strong opposition. Despite that, however, 
it was upon the workers that public attention 
was concentrated. Especially the criticism! 
The way to better things was known. Organ- 
ised building workers had learnt from 
experience that the werthiest building could 
be most guaranteed when it was done under 
the direct control and supervision of the 
public authorities. They made certain that 
the materials used and the work proceeded 
to that end. 

“We have learnt from experience that 
the interests and welfare of the workers 
receive more adequate consideration when 
the work is done by the public authorities. 
The workers are drawn into closer consulta- 
tion, with due observance of trade union 
standards and conditions. Looking back, we 
know that the works departments of the town 
councils have been among the pioneers in 
seeking to establish stable employment, 
work in the dry during bad weather, paid 
holidays, pension schemes and other improve- 
ments. Many of the changes effected for the 
better in recent years were first introduced 
in this manner. 

“It goes without saying that public 
ownership will provide the most satisfactory 
medium, in present circumstartces, to get rid 
of such evils as labour-only sub-contracting, 
neglect of safety and welfare regulations, and 
the many manifestations of shoddy con- 
struction. Public ownership alone can create 
the basis of full employment, reasonable 
wage levels, and | the further improvements 
to which we aim.’ 
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UNLAWFUL REPAIRS 
ALLEGATIONS 


Borough Council Loses Case 


Costs totalling 20 guineas were awarded 

against Stepney Borough Council at 
the conclusion of a case at Thames Magis- 
trates’ Court on July 11, in which summonses 
had been issued under the Defence Regula- 
tions. Summoned for unlawfully carrying 
out repairs and decorations to premises at 
47, Spelman-street, E.1, without a licence from 
the Ministry of Works, M. F. Pratt, Ltd., 
builders, of Dominion-street, South-place, 
E.C., pleaded not guilty. In answer to a 
summons for aiding and abetting the offence 
and for being the persons at whose expense 
the work was carried out, Castle Crisps Co., 
Ltd., of Mountmorres-road, Commercial- 
road, E.1, also pleaded not guilty. 

For Stepney Borough Council, Mr. G. C. 
Young said that in December, 1949, the 
council received a letter from Castle Crisps 
Co., Ltd., informing them that they were 
using 47, Spelman-street for the packing of 
potato crisps and intended to buy the pre- 
mises. The letter was treated by the council 
as an application under the Defence Regu- 
lations for consent to change ownership, the 
regulation specifying that the premises could 
not be used as anything other than residen- 
tial premises. 

It was subsequently discovered that not 
only had the premises been used for packing 
crisps, but that extensive repairs to the cost 
of £826 had been carried out to convert the 
premises into a light industrial factory. The 
council said that the defendants could not 
change the user of the premises without 
consent, and in so doing spend over £100 on 
the premises without a licence from the 
Ministry of Works. 

Evidence was called that 47, Spelman- 
street was noted in council records as resi- 
dential premises. The premises were blitzed 
in 1941 and had since been derelict. 

Mr. Lincoln Pratt, managing director of 
M. F. Pratt, Ltd., said for the defence that 
his firm undertook work to the extent of 
£826 15s. 8d., at 47, Spelman-street. The 
premises were derelict when he went there. 
and were made wind- and weather-proof and 
conformed to factory regulations. He acted 
under the instructions of Mr. Samuel Gold- 
man, director of Castle Crisps, and under- 
stood that the premises were designated 
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under the Control of Building Operations 
Order, 1949, as industrial premises. 

On oath, Mr. Goldman said he understood 
from the owner of the premises, a Mr. Isaac 
Kalinsky, that they were designated as indys. 
trial. He went to see a L.C.C. official, ang 
together they looked at a map of the district 
in which Spelman-street was situated. Both 
he and the official were of the impression 
that the area was coloured light violet, , 
colour which meant that the premises wer 
designated as industrial. 

Witness added that he understood: the 
premises had been rejected as being suitable 
for residential purposes. He undertook the 
repairs in good faith, intending to use them 
as a light industrial factory. 

Mr. J. Wilmers, counsel for M. F. Pratt, 
Ltd., submitted that a licence to undertake 
the repairs was unnecessary, as, under the 
Control of Building Operations Order, 1949, 
47, Spelman-street was defined as a desig. 
nated building. The only test as to whether 
the’ building was designated was the actual 
use or the actual intent to use. Mr. Goldman 
had made his intentions quite clear in using 
the premises for the packing of crisps. His 
clients, believing in the genuineness of his 
intentions, had carried out the work. 

Mr. Isaac Owen, counsel for Castle Crisps, 
said that as the building was designated, the 
regulation under which the prosecution had 
been brought could not possibly apply. 

Dismissing the summonses, the magistrate 
awarded costs of 15 guineas to M. F. Pratt, 
Ltd., and costs of five guineas to Castle | 
Crisps, Ltd. 


INJURY TO NIGHT WATCHMAN 
Action for Damages Fails 


A RECENT DECISION given in a High Court 
case (Field v. Penrys (Ealing), Ltd.) is of 
importance to those connected with. build- 
ing. It concerned a firm of building con- 
tractors who were engaged in constructing 
a block of flats in London, and who em- 
ployed a man (who had lost his leg in the 
1914-18 war) as night watchman. At 10.30 
one evening—when the construction work 
was well advanced—the watchman was 
making his tour along a roadway which 
went round the inside of the block of flats 
He tripped over a loose plank which had 
been left in the roadway and he wa 
injured. The site was not lighted, but the 
watchman was provided with a hurricane 
lamp. 

Regulation 15 of the Building Regulations, 
1926, which apply to “ premises used for the 
purpose of the construction of a building,” 
states that “every working place and 
approach thereto’ shall be efficiently | 
lighted.” The watchman sued the contractors 
for a breach of this duty. 

It was held that the contractors were fo! 
in breach of their duty; obstructions and 
obstacles such as a plank were to & 
expected on a building site; a hurricaw 
lamp had been supplied. Regulation 1 
was applicable to a person doing a specifiv 
job in a specific working place and not 10 
a case such as this—for a watchman, apaf! 
conceivably from his hut, has no workisg 
place at all. C. & 


Building Employment Figures. 

According to the latest figures published 
by the Ministry of Labour, the number of 
persons employed in the building and ¢i 
engineering industries at the end of May wa 
1,487,000. This is a drop of 1,000 on th 
figure for the end of April. and an_ increas 
of 25,000 on that for the end of 1949. ° 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
War Damage Claims 


N July 10, Sir STAFFORD CRIPPS, 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, replying 
to a debate on war damage claims, said that 
the War Damage Commission had done an 
immensely difficult job with great efficiency, 
and on the whole with great humanity. The 
receipts from war damage amounted to 
£200m. They had so far paid out £900m., 
and this year expected to pay another £75m. 
He was certain there were some cases where 
people had not received what they were 
entitled to, but there were many cases in 
which people had received what they were 
not entitled to. The paying body must have 
an opportunity of testing the circumstances 
while they were fresh. The Commission 
were still accepting late notification where 
there was some acceptable reason for the 
extraordinary delay and where there was 
substantial structural damage still unrepaired. 
They were all content that the Commission 
should continue for the present to admit 
late claims on the basis on which they were 
admitted now. Before too long they would 
have to fix a definitive date. 


Wood for House Building. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY, replying to Mr. Marples, 
said that about two-thirds of the softwood 
stocks at February 28 were suitable for use 
in housing. 

In a further reply, MR. BOTTOMLEY said 


| that our timber purchases from all sources 


were balanced to suit the many purposes 
for which softwood was needed in this 
country. A very high proportion of Russian 
timber was bought for housing and almost 
all of it could be used for this purpose. 
(July 11.] 


Mr. H. WILSON, answering a question by 
Mr. Robson-Brown, said he considered that 
on present evidence there should be sufficient 
softwood to meet the house-building pro- 
gramme over the next three months, though 
there might be cases where a builder coula 
not immediately obtain the exact specifica- 
tion he preferred. [July 13.] 


Transferred Building Licences. 


Mr. Bevan, replying to Mr. Boyd- 
Carpenter, said that details of transfers of 
building licences between local authorities 
were not available. Special attention was 
drawn to the power to make such transfers 
and their advantages in a_ circular issued 
on May 17 last, and he did not think that 
any further action on his part was required. 
[July 13.] 


Overtime Committees. 


On uf 13, Mr. ROBSON-BROWN asked 
the Minister of Labour what was the status 
of the local joint overtime committees of 
the building trade; and what was the statu- 
tory authority of their decisions. 


MR. Isaacs said that these overtime com- 
mittees were established under the consti- 
tuion of the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry, which was the volun- 
lary machinery established by the two sides 
of the industry for the negotiations of wages 
and conditions of employment, and their 
decisions had no statutory authority in them- 
selves, By virtue of the provisions of the 
Conditions of Employment and National 
Arbitration Order (S.R.O. 1305 of 1940), 
however, these decisions might form part of 

“recognised terms and conditions of 


‘ 
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employment” which must be observed 


under Part III of that Order. 


Rural Allocations. 

On July 14, Mr. Avport called attention 
to the way in which the Ministry of Health’s 
methods of allocating houses to Iocal 
authorities were penalising councils in rural 
districts. In country districts direct-labour 
building, even if it were desirable, was quite 
uneconomic, and building by contract was 
far more difficult because the small builders 
were unable, and in many cases unwilling, 
to undertake the obligations and responsi- 
bilities which the Ministry imposed on them. 
The result was that building was slower. 
One rural district council had an allocation 
in 1948 of 139 houses, but was unable to 
get contracts for building that number. Next 
year the allocation was cut down to 20 
houses, and the allocation for 1950 stood 
at 30. On the other hand, the big cities 
received allocations of as many houses as 
they could build. 

MR. BLENKINSOP, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Health, said that it was wrong 
to say that rural areas had suffered by too 
close an attention to the needs of big cities. 
In rural areas more houses had been built 
in relation to population than in urban areas. 
The main feature of the allocation procedure 
was flexibility to ensure that labour and 
materials were used to the full. 


Rate of Interest Regulations. 

On July 13, SiR JoHN MELLorR asked the 
Minister of Health why he had, by the 
Housing (Rate of Interest) Regulations, 1950 
(S.L, 1950, No. 1008), authorised local 
authorities to charge interest at 4 per cent. 
per annum when they could borrow from 
the Local Loans Board at 3 per cent. or 
less. 

MR. BEVAN said that these regulations pre- 
scribed only the rate of interest to be charged 
on a refund of an improvement grant made 
under the Housing Act, 1949. This rate of 
interest was not related directly to the rate 
at which local authorities could now borrow. 











10th EDITION REVISED 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


for Every Class of Building Work 
By J. T. REA 


This well-known standard work is 
new reprinted with an important new 
series of comparative tables giving full 
details of: 


(1) Increases in cost of Building Materials for 
years 1937, 1939, 1944, 1945 and 1946. 
(2) Increases in Labour Rates and percentage 
increases for the above five years 
together with the Wages Increase and 
Bonus incentive introduced in Oct., 1947. 
Average relative proportion of each trade 
to a complete building operation with 
ratios of Labour to Material in each Trade 
and approximate percentage increases for 

the respective years, 1937-1946. 

(4) Percentage Cost of Building Work as 
at 1914 compared with the years 
1920-1946. 

(s) Notes on the Acts and Regulations 
affecting the Control of Civil Building, 
War Damage Claims, etc. 


(3 


~~ 


730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 
Cloth gilt. Price 18/- net 
(by post, 18/9). 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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District Heating Schemes. 

Mr. HARGREAVES asked the Minister of 
Health if he would provide details of success- 
ful schemes of district heating authorised 
by him for dwelling houses or flats. 

Mr. BEVAN said that there were four 
district heating schemes in operation at 
present, the oldest of them not yet four 
years old and the youngest hardly three 
months. At this stage it was not possible 
to make a final appraisement. [July 13.] 


Tax on Posters. 

Mr, JoyNson-HIcks asked the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer what was the annual yield 
from purchase tax on building regulation 
posters required to be erected in factories; 
and if he would discontinue the application 
of this tax to articles which the Govern- 
ment required the taxpayer to buy. 

Sir STAFFORD CRIPPS said that the figure 
was about £100 a year. It would not be 
feasible to exempt from tax all articles which 
the public bought for fulfilment of statutory 
obligations, but he would see if anything 
could be done about these posters. [July 11.] 


Village Halls. 

On July 13, Mr. Prorumo asked the 
Minister of Education whether he was aware 
that as a result of the Government's decision 
to discontinue grants towards the erection 
of village halls, considerable injustice was 
being caused among village communities 
which had previously entered into financial 
commitments with architects. solicitors, etc., 
which they still had to meet with nothing 
to show for the outlay; and whether, in view 
of this, he would reconsider his decision 
in respect of local communities which he 
was satisfied fell into this category, with a 
view to carrying out the original financial 
cbligation in these particular cases, 

MR. TOMLINSON said he regretted the neces- 
sity for holding up approval to village halls 
and similar projects, which was due entirely 
to the limited resources at his disposal, and 
he was aware that commitments of the kind 
suggested in the question had been entered 
into. He was anxious that there should be 
some relaxation of these restrictions, but 
he was not yet in a position to make any 
announcement. 


Building Mission Reports. 

On July 17, Mr. Bossom asked the Minis- 
ter of Works which of the recommenda- 
tions for modernising building procedure 
made in the four reports published by the 
Government, the British Building Mission to 
the United States of America, 1944 Report, 
the Girdwood Report, 1947, the Produc- 
tivity Report, 1950, and the Working Party 


Report, 1950, his department had recom- 
mended to firms handiing Government 
contracts. 


Mr. STOKES said that the reports covered 
many aspects of building procedure, and 
it had been the aim of his Department to 
bring the recommendations to the notice of 
all firms engaged in the industry and to 
apply them where possible to Government 
contracts. The Working Party Report and 
the Anglo-American Productivity Report 
were at present being considered by his 
National Consultative Council. 


Purchases of Timber. 

Mr. HERVEY RHODES, replying to Mr. 
Porter, said the ordinary householder might 
buy without any licence most kinds of hard- 
wood and many types of plywood. He 
could only buy softwood against a licence 
and for essential work. {July 17.] 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


F. M. B. Golfing Society. 

, The summer meeting of the Federation of 
Master Builders’ Golfing Society was held 
at the Stanmore Golf Club on July 7. 
Prizes, given by the officers of the London 
region, were presented to the winners by 
Mr. G. Howard Jobbins, immediate past- 
president. The autumn meeting will be held 
on Friday, October 6. 


Leeds School of Architecture Award. 


The Governors of the Leeds College of 
Art have confirmed the award of the Pilk- 
ington Research Grant of £100 to Mr. R. T. 
Clough, to enable him to make a measured 
and photographic study of the Old Lead 
Smelting Mills of the Yorkshire Dales. The 
object of the grant is to encourage original 
work in some subject related to the theory 
or: practice of architecture. 


L.C.C. and: Direct Labour. 

‘The decision of Battersea Borough Coun- 
cil, in November, 1949, that the work of 
erecting 170 flats on the Rollo-street housing 
site should be carried out by their Works 
Department, has recently been disallowed 
by the L.C.C. The tender of the Works 
Department was said to be above the lowest 
tender received and the firm who submitted 
this are now unable to carry out the work 
owing to the amount which they already 
have in hand. The Borough Council are 
now to invite tenders from a revised list. 


Local Authority Expenditure. 

The Minister of Health, in exercise of the 
powers conferred upon him by sub-section 
(1) of section 35 of the Housing Act, 1949 (a), 
has made the following regulations, known 
as the Housing (Rate of Interest) Regula- 
tions, 1950, which came into operation on 
June 22, and which state that the rate of 
interest on expenses incurred by a local 
authority under sub-section (2) of section 
23 of the said Act or under section 24 there- 
of shall be the rate of four per cent. per 
annum. 


Builder Wins Overtime Appeal. 

‘Fhe National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry has granted a permit to Mr. 
Ronald Billings, builder, of Grays, Essex, to 
allow his firm to work overtime. The permit, 
granted on appeal, allows the firm to work an 
hcur’s overtime daily until September 2 next. 
A condition of the award is that three weeks 
béfore the permit expires the firm must apply 
for renewal to the local jotnt overtime com- 
mittee, on which employers and operatives 
are represented. 


Permission for Cement Works Refused. 

Permission to erect a cement works and 
to win limestone and shale near the Pem- 
brokeshire coast has*been refused by Mr. 
Hugh Dalton, Minister of Town and Country 
Planning. The site proposed for these 
operations was at Lydstep, near Manorbier, 
Pembrokeshire, and two-thirds of the site 
would have fallen within the area of the 
National Park proposed by the Hobhouse 
Committee. 

In giving his decision on the application 
which, in this case, was referred to the Minis- 
ter instead of being dealt with by the local 
planning authority, Mr. Dalton stated that 
any industrial development of the kind con- 
templated “would be out of harmony with 
the natural beauty of the area.” Nor was 


he ‘satisfied that it was necessary in the in- 
terests of production for a new cement works 
to be built on the particular site suggested. 
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The Late Mr. J. B. Low. 


The death occurred on July 6 of Mr. John 
B. Low, chief civil engineer of the Power 
Cable Contract Department of British 
Insulated Callender’s Construction Co., Ltd. 
Mr. Low was educated at Dunfermline High 
School and Edinburgh School of Art, and 
subsequently was articled to F. W. Deas, 
F.R.LB.A. After serving with the R.F.C. 
im the Middle East during the 1914-18 war, 
Mr. Low joined the staff of Sir Alexander 
Gibb and Partners, for whom he carried 
out work in Scotland and, in the early days, 
at Barking Power Station. In 1929 he 
joined Callender’s Cable and Construction 
Co., Ltd—now amalgamated with the 
B.IL.C.C. Group. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Freer Imports Allowed. 


IN ACCORDANCE with the statement made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
House of Commons on July 11, the Board 
of Trade announce that existing open general 
licences issued in connection with the policy 
for the liberalisation of trade were extended 
to Belgium, Luxembourg and the Belgian 
Congo with effect from July 17. This will 
result in a large range of goods from these 
countries being freed from import licensing 
restrictions. 

The Board are also prepared to allow 
holders of open individual licences for hard- 
wood and furniture to import these goods 
from these countries. Those who wish their 
licences to be extended to include these 
countries should return them to the Board 
of Trade Import Licensing Branch, Romney 
House, Tufton-street, S.W.1, for amendment. 

In the case of other open individual 
licences which exclude Belgium, Luxem- 
bourg and the Belgian Congo, holders should 
inquire from the Import Licensing Branch 
what steps to take should they desire to 
have their licences extended to these 
countries. 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











July 21 19590 


TRADE NEWS 


Company’s Telephone Number. 
Vermiculite (London), Ltd., inform yy 
that their new telephone number is City 499], 
and not 4491, as shown in the advertisement 
which appeared in our June 30 issue. 


Multipoint Water Heaters in Flats. 

We are informed by Messrs. Ewart and 
Son, Ltd., that their M.210 Multipoint Water 
Heaters have been installed in the kitchens 
of a block of flats at Broadoak-avenue, 
Waltham Cross, recently erected for the 
Enfield Council. 


Brick Supplies. 

_ Dunbrik, Ltd., 35, Gloucester-square, Lon- 
don, W.2, announce that “ Dunbrik” 
facings are now manufactured in Hatfield, 
Herts; Alphamstone, Suffolk; Lytchett Min- 
ster, Dorset; Standlake, Oxon; Wakefield, 
Yorks; Hoveringham, Notts; Dundee, Scot. 
land and Doagh Station, Belfast, N.I. 


New Tile Factory, 

A new manufacturing unit for “ Semastic” 
decorative tiles is now in production at 
Castle Bromwich, Sir Clive Baillieu, Dun- 
lop chairman, told the annual general meet- 
ing of the company, in London, recently, 


Mechanical Aids to Building. 

The new offices and factory of the Warry 
Patent Building Equipment Co., Ltd., con- 
structed by their associate company, R. F. 
Warry, Ltd., were opened by their chairman, 
Mr. Harold W. Batty, on July 13, at Faggs- 
road, Feltham, Middlesex. After viewing 
the premises, visitors were interested in a 
demonstration of the Warry “ Universal” 
hoist, with automatic gates and the Wary 
patent “ Gripa” brick truck. 


Concrete Constructions. 

The Cement and Concrete Association, of 
52, Grosvenor-gardens, London, S.W.1, have 
recently issued two new publications; a 
second edition of “ Concrete Shell and Barrel 
Roofs ” and “ Concrete Construction—Ques- 
tions and Answers.” These two booklets are 
very well produced and contain much useful 
information for architects and. - highway 
engineers. Copies can be obtained from the 
Association at the above address. 


75 Years of Progress. 

Three-quarters of a century of industrial 
progress was commemorated by the Pulso- 
meter Engineering Co., Ltd., of Reading, on 
July 8. In 1875, in a small works in Batter- 
sea with 30 employees, the late John Eliot 
Hodgkin began to manufacture the Pulso- 
meter—a new type of steam pump. _ This 
small Battersea concern, two years later, 
became the Pulsometer Engineering Co, 
Ltd., moved to larger premises in Nane Elms, 
London, and in 1900 moved to a spacious 
site on the then outskirts of Reading. To- 
day it has nearly 1,000 employees, and 
branches in many of the large industrial 
towns of Great Britain and Northem 
Ireland. The past history of the firm shows 
a spirit of loyalty and co-operation, and 
long-service records of from 20 to 50 years 
are numerous. A late chairman of the 
board, Mr. S. H. Hodgkin, son of the 
founder, worked without a break for 6 
years, and six employees have put in over 
50 years. Beginning with the manufacture 
of one special pump (from which it derives 
its name), the Pulsometer Engineering Co. 
Ltd. now makes centrifugal, turbine, rotary 
and- vacuum pumps, comprising some 70 
different types and ‘sizes.for all duties. 








F 
be 
pre 


S8SESES 


oe 





950 


1 us 
4991, 
ment 


- and 
Vater 
hens 
enue, 


field, 


Scot 


arty 
On: 


nan, 
Bgs- 
ving 
al” 
urry 


ial 


18 
he 


er 


Sse rr & 





july 21 1950 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Fifeshire.—Plans prepared and tender £33,000 
accepted for 18 brick staff houses which are to be 
erected at the new town of Glenrothes, for which 
the general contractors are Alliance Contractors 
(Scotland). Ltd., Ward-rd., Dundee, Forfarshire. 

Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared for extensions, 
etc., at Pitt-st., for Munn’s Motor’s Garage, Ltd., 
for which the architects are Charles MacNuir, 
Pider & Ridley (FF.), 529, Sauchiehall-st., Charing 
Cross, Glasgow, W. Os 

Clasgow.—Plans to be prepared for extensions 
and additions for Charies Stevans & Co. (Glasgow), 
Ltd., Gouroch-st., which are to be erected at 
Nursery-la, and for which the architect is William 
Neill, 47, Cathedral-st., Glasgow, C.4.—Plans to be 
prepared for additions, etc., to the University of 
Glasgow, University-ave., for which the architects 
ve John Keppie & Henderson & J. H. Cleaves 

F.), West Regent-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new garage 
building and new offices and other accommodation 
at Nursery-la. for Taylor, for which the archi- 
tects are Whyte & Nicol (F.), 31, North Frederick- 
st., George-sq.. Glasgow.—Plans prepared and 
approved for engineering factory, which is to be 
erected by Hurry & Partners, Ltd., engineers, 
Springburn, at Colston-st. and Springburn- rd. 

High Burnside.—Plans have been prepared by 
their own architects for Sir John Train & Co., Ltd., 
3%, George-sq., Glasgow, C.1, for new houses which 
they intend to erect on’ sites at 16 and 17, Frennis- 
bank-ave. in the Ruthergien district. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for 18 flats, 
etc., for the new town of East Kilbride, for which 
the architect is Donald L. Raey (F.), Torrence 
House, East Kilbride. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
ssterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission tenders; a dagger (tT) denotes closing 
dete for applications: the name and address 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


ULY 24. 
+*Birmingham T.C.—114 houses in five contracts, 
Booth’s-la. estate ,Perry Bar. . J. Manzoni, 
City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 


JULY 25. 
tBeverley T.C.—36 houses at Swinemoor estate, 
contract No. 4. E. Bailey, T.C., Municipal Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 26. 


t*Leeds ‘Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations 

and adaptations, Highroyds Hospital, Menston, nr. 

yg Architect to Board, 29-31, Eastgate. Dep. 
2s. 


JULY 27. 

t*Coventry T.C.—44 dwellings on various sites. 
D. E. E. Gibson, City A. & Planning Officer, 1a, 
Warwick-row. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Rowlzy Regis Boro’.—32 flats off Hanover-rd., 
Thorne-rd. estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders 
by Aug. 9. ‘ 

tWorcs C.C.—Extensions and alterations at Tan- 
la. School, Stourport-on-Severn. County A., 60, The 
Tything, Worcester. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 28. 
tBolsover U.D.C.—36 houses at Langwith-rd., 
- 8S. & Architect, Council Offices. Dep. 


£2 
isle of Wight Standing Joint Committee.—3 
police houses at Sandown. F. H. Booth (A.), 


County A., County Hall, Newport. Dep. £1 1s. 
Tenders by Aug. 15. 
tLianidloes T.C.—24 houses, with roads and 


sewers, etc., T.C., Town Hall. 


at Llanguirig-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 29. 
tCoalville U.D.C.—70 houses and 10 heneguiewe 
at Greenhill estate. E. & S. £2 
+Essex €.C.—New fife station, drill ie and 


outbuildings at New a Yaad rd., Hainault, Ilford. 
(Cost £17,000.) County A. 

t*Essex €.C.—Adaptation of Ramsden Hall, 
Billericay, as residential school. (Cost £17,000.) 
County A. 


North Riding Standing Joint Committee.—2 
Police houses at Loftus; 2 police houses, 2 garages 
and 1 office at Brotton; 1 house, office and garage 
at Olifton Without. ‘County ‘A., County Hall, 
Northallerton. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Aug. 14. 

Staffs ©.C.—Conversion of existing dormitory 
block to form nursery students’ training centre at 
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Clayton Hall, Newcastle. A. C. H. — 
Architect & S., County Ed. Committee, Green Ha! 
Lichfield-rd., Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 31, 
*Barton-upon-Humber U.D.C.—4 houses, Tofts-rd. 
estate. Fisher & Hollingsworth, architects, 23, 
Lowgate, Hull. Dep. £2 2s. 


+*Bexhill T.C.—16 bungalows, Preston-rd., Sidley. 
Qs E. — B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
Aug 

+ Bexhill Le = houses, Linfield-rd. site. A. E. 
ars B.E. & Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
Aug 

t*Crawley Development Corp.—ll blocks of 3- 


storied flats and 1 block of 2-storey flats at No. 1A 


site, Northgate. Chief A., Broadfield. 
t*Northumberland C€.C.—County Primary Schoo] 
Wellfield. a hg A., County Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. £5 5s. 
Sidmouth U.D.C Office, workshop _ store 
i , Council 


block at pumping station site, Sidford. 
Offices. Dep. £2. 

t*Sittingbourne and Militen U.D.C.—Six blocks of 
oe = —_ site. ©., Council Offices. 

ep. 

t*West Sussex C.C.—Schools at Crawley, Ferring 
= Horsham and additions at Steyning, County 

Chichester. 

A worthine R.D.C.—4 pairs of houses and 2 blocks 
yy. flats at Walders-rd. FE. & S., 15, Mill-rd. Dep. 
overk T.C.—Block of 6 flats (designed by Robt. 


Atkinson, F.), suitable for business people, in 
Castlegate, as one of the interesting exhibits on 
Festival of Britain, 1951. Chas. J. Minter, City 


E. & S. Dep. £2 


AUGUST 2. 

*Chesterfield R.D.C.—14 pairs of bungalows. J. B. 
Wikeley, E. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*East Sussex C.C.—Erection of East Grinstead 
my: Primary School. J. Catchpole (A.), tee 

County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by Sept. 

tomes Sussex C.C.—Erection of ohaen or of 

Uckfield County Secondary School. County A., 


County Hall. Lewes. Tenders by Sept. 5. 

Ellesmere R.D.C.—6 houses at Pentre Heylin, with 
sewers, etc. C., Council Offices, Trimpley Hall, 
Ellesmere. Dep. £2 2s. 


t*Essex C.C.—(a) New Junior School at Clacton 
St. Osyth-rd. (Alton Park); (b) additional accom- 


modation at Clacton St. Osyth’s Training College. 
H. Conolly (F.), County A., County Hall, 
Chelmsford. 


Flintshire C.C.—Home for the aged at Shotton. 
Deputy County A., Llwynegrin, Moid. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Folkestone 1T.C.—Reroofing of 10 houses at 
Penfold-rd. B.E. 

t*Norfolk E.C.—2 hutted classrooms, alterations 
to cloakrooms and taking down and re-erection of 
dental clinic at County Primary School, Shering- 
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O. Bell, Chief Ed. Architect, Stracey-rd., 
Dep. £2. 
AUGU 


UST 3. 
wee R.D.C.—44 houses at Halton-lea-gate 
site. E. & S., Council Offices. 


AUGUST 4. 
Manchester T.C.—Pavilions for elderly 
— and Longsight. City A., Town Hall. 


‘es 
AUGUST 5. 

Bradfield (Berks) R.D.C.—10 houses at West End- 
rd. R. E. Unsworth, quantity surveyor, 25, Queen 
Victoria-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
at Eglwys 


ham. W. 
Norwich. 


men, 
Dep. 


+Cardiff R.D.C.—192 dwellings Wen 
site, Whitchurch. W. T. Parr, C., 20, Park-pl., 
Cardiff. Dep. £5 5s. 

Oldbury T.C.—20 houses ai Barnford-cres. B.E. & 
S., Municipal Bank-chbrs. Dep. £2 2s. 
Stratford-on-Avon.—4 houses at Tom-hill, Tan- 


. B. Yorke & H. M. Barker, 
%, ona Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15. 
1 ls. 


Dep. 
AUGUST 8. 
*Letchworth U.D.C.—41 houses, 
H. Plinston, Clerk. Dep. £3 3s. 


worth-in-Arden. F. 


Grange estate. 


AUGUST 9. 
*St. Auste# U.D.C.—6 bungalows, Carnsmerry, 
Bugle. H. G. King, E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s 
AUGUST 10. 


t*ipswich C.B.—New workshops for Central Col- 
lege. Johns & Slater (F. & A.), 32, Foundation-st., 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Aug. 31. 

*Lincoln (Parts of Lindsey) €.¢.—Technical col- 
lege bui:dings at Kingsway, Scunthorpe. A. Ronald 


Clark (A.), County A., County Offices, Lincoln. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by Sept. 6 
AUGUST 11. 

*Beckenham Boro’.—80 dwellings, Oak Lodge 
~ oon West Wickham. James Dove, B.E. Dep. 
AUGUST 12. 

*Aycliffe Development Corp.— 0 houses at 
Clarence Farm West, contract No. 33. A. W. 
Thomas, General Manager, Newton Aycliffe, nr. 
Darlington. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Whitefield U.D.C.—20 flats and 10 houses with 
outbuildings at Elms estate., scheme No. 5. S. & 
Architect, Town Hall. Dep. ‘£2 2s. 

AUGUST 14. 

t*Southgate B.C.—36 flats and_six houses at 

Bramley-rd./Reservoir-rd. site. B.E. & 8., Town 


Hall. Dep. 2s. 

Southwell R.D.C.—80 houses at Lower Kirklington- 
rd. SS. Cooper, S., Westgate, Southwell, Notts. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Wimbledon T.C.—Conversion of Eagle House into 

4 flats. B.E & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 19. 

Mallet U.D.C.—6 houses at Stevens-cl., 


*Qh 
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Ridgeway. G. F. Hawkins, S., Market-pl. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


AUGUST 21. 
*Nottingham T.C.—Erection of superstructure for 
Secondary School at Wigman- rd., Bilborough. City 
E. & S., Guildhall. Dep. 
AUGUST ‘92. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—20 houses, 
Leybourne estate. Boro’ A. Dep. 2s. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Junior school, South Kineon. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £3 3s 
AUGUST 23. 
Machynileth R.D.C.—6 houses 


East Howe-la., 
£2 


at Pennal site. 


Nicol, Nicol & Thomas, White House, 111, New-st., 
Birmingham, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 25. 


*Widnes T.C.—118 dwellings at Crow Wood estate. 
T. A. Brittain yA Boro’ A,, Brendan House, 
Widnes-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 29. 

Ramsbottom U.D.C.—(a) 28 flats in 5 blocks; (b) 
roads and sewers. E. & §., Council Offices. Dep. 
£3 3s. for (a) and £2 2s. for (b). 

AUGUST 31. 

*BoHington U.D.C.—12 houses at Grimshaw-la. 

A. Clough, C., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s 


NO DATE. 

Bridport R.D.C.—Houses -— bungalows, 
roads, etc.. at Charmouth. L. . Maddocks, 
tect & E.. 10, South-st. ’ 

*Cheltenham Boro’.—70 dwellings, Hesters-way 
estate. G. Gould Marsland, B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

+*Midhurst ‘R.D.C.—18 houses, Easebourne.  T. 
Greenfield, F., “‘ Newstead,” Midhurst. Dep. £1 is. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 25. 
External painting of houses 
E. & S., Council Offices, Grays. 


with 
Archi- 


*Thurrock U.D.0.— 
at various estates, 


Dep. £1 1s. 
JULY 28. 
+*Wimbledon T.C.—External decoration and 
repairs to 253 houses in 5 contracts. B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. 
AUGUST 4._ 
son U.D.C.—External painting of 48 houses. 
AUGUST 12. 
Perth.—External painting at Nurses’ Home, 
Murray. OD. Strudley, Secretary & Treas.. 


Murray Royal Hosp: tal, Perth. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 31. 
Baldock U.D.C.—New roads, elc., 
S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
Cardiff R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Eglwys Wen, 
Whitchurch scheme. E, & 8., Park House, 20, 
Park-pl, Dep. 


at Weston-way. 


Clacton U. D.C.— Roads and surface drainage at 
Marine-parade East. S., Town Hall.. Dep. £3 3s. 
Newport C.B.—P ee of sites (a) Malpas 








Court North contract: (b) St. Julians South con- 
tract. B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

Sale T.C.—Roads and sewers at Oaklea Farm 
estate. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Worthing R.D.C.—Roads and rene etc., 
Roundstone-dr,, East Preston. E. , 15, Mill- a. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 1. 

tBedford R.D.C.—Construction of three water 
towers. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, S.W.1. Dep. £10 (pay able to R.D.C.). 


_ Surbiton T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. BE. 
UGUST 

Maltby U. D.0.—Roats and , at Cliff Hil!s 
estate. E. & S. Dep. £5. 

Wigan R.D.C.—Laying of sewers at Shevington. 
S., Bank-chbrs., Wallgate. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 5. 

Crook and Willington U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
at Wilton-le-Wear site. C., Council Offices, Crook. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


_ AUGUST 8. 
Ossett T.C.—Site preparation for Swithenbank 
housing scheme 3. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Welton R.D.C.—Sewers and sewage disposal 


plant at Nettleham. Wm. Saunders & Partners, 24, 
Castle-gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 9. 
Thedwastre R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Woolpit. 
Council Offices, 20a, Market-pl., Stowmarket. 
AUGUST 10. 
Pudsey T.C.—High-level water supply at Waterloo- 
td. and oT Waterworks ikenet: Clifton- 


td. Dep. 
AUGUST 11. 
Esher U.D.C. gc Renee and sewers at oy _— 
£2 2s 


estate. E, & S.; Council Offices. Dep. 
AUGUST 12. 
Knighton R.D.c. — Laying of Liandewy 


Ystradenny water supply scheme. Wallace Evans & 
Partners, 30, Stanwell-rd., Penarth, Glam. Dep. £5. 


AUGUST 16. 
Surrey C.C.—Making-up new road, Wonersh, nr. 
Guildford. County Divisional Surveyor, Hambledon 
Division, Council Offices, Bury Fields, Guildford. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 25. 

Montgomery T.C.—Construction of Hendowen 
water supply, A. H. S. Waters, M.I.C.E., 25, 
Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 26. 

Brentwood U. D.C.—Resurfacing of roads. E, & 
S., Council Offices. 

North Kesteven’ R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Skellingthorpe site. J. Chadwick, S., 31, Clasket- 
gate, Lincoln. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 28. 

Weymouth T.C.—Roads and sewers at Chapelhay 

area. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—ALTERATIONS ~ TO ScHOoOL.—David 
Stokes, F.R.I.B.A., 32, Victoria-st., S.W.1, is the 
architect for the provision of science and mechanics 
laboratories at Tower Bridge county sec. school, 
for L.C.C. Ed. comm, Est. cost, £838. 

Bermondsey.—War Damace Repairs.—L.C.C. Ed. 
comm. have approved plans prepared by Denis 
Clarke Hall & L. W. Elliot, F. & A.R.LB.A., 6, 
Mason’s-yard, Duke-st., St. James’s, S.W.1, for 
war damage repairs and improvements to Aylwin 
School and the reinstatement and adaption of the 
damaged gymnasium on the Alma School site to 
provide kitchen Est. cost is 
£17,415. 

Camberwell.—Sitz ror Scnoo,.—L.C.C. Ed. comm. 
propose the acquisition of a site about nine acres 
in extent at Alleyn Park, Camberwell, on which to 
erect a comprehensive high school for 2,000 boys 
—— Est. cost of acquisition and clearance, 


and dining facilities. 


Greenwich.—Sitz ror Hovsinc.—Housing comm. 
propose purchase of site of 34-54 (even), Kinveachy- 
gdns. for housing purposes. 

ead.—FLats.—Housing comm. have ap- 

proved layout plans, prepared by Richard Nickson, 

.B.A., 33-34, Welbeck-st., W.1, for the 

construction of 163 flats at the Broadhurst-gdns. 
housing scheme. 

Fulham.—War Damace Reparrs.—Poulton & Free- 
man, FF.R.I.B.A., 96, Dorset House, Gloucester- 
pl., N.W.1, are architects for war damage repairs 
and improvements at Kingwood-rd. School to pro- 
vide 330 additional sec. school places. Est. cost 
is one a 

wisham.—War DaMaGE Reparrs.—David Stokes. 
rRIBA" 32, Victoria-st., §.W.1, has prepared 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 


LEAD PRODUCTS 
Following the increase to £96 per ton in the 
Government-controlled price of pig lead as announced 
by the Ministry of Supply, the Associated Lead 
Manufacturers, Ltd., have announced new basis 
prices of their lead products, which become effective 
on July 14. 
New basis 
price 
per ton 
cs 
Genuine English dry white lead (basis in 


1 x 8 cwt. cask)... 124 0 
Genuine ground English white lead (basi 

in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) 143 10 
Genuine refined English red lead (basis j in 

1x Scwt. cask)... 114 10 
Genuine English powdered ‘litharge (basis ; 

in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) 114 10 
Genuine refined English red lead ground it in 

oil (basis in 1 x 5 cwt: cask) LS ae Sar. 
English sheet lead (basis for 2-ton lots) 114 0 
English lead pipe (basis for 2-ton lots) HS. 
English lead shot (basis for 1-ton lots) 124 5 


STEEL 

Maximum prices of a limited range of iron and 
steel products, mainly those affected by the recent 
increase in the price of nickel, have been amended 
under a new Order made by thé Minister of Supply. 
The Order—Iron and Steel Prices (No. 2) Order, 
1950—came into operation on July 17. The chief 
alterations are in the prices of alloy steel billets 
according to quality ; the Order has also increased 
the prices of other alloy and stainless steel products. 


TUBES AND FERRULES 

The Brass and Copper Tube Association announce 
that in consequence of the recent increases in the 
London Metal Exchange prices of tin, extras for 
tubes and ferrules in 1 per cent. tin alloy have been 
increased by jd. per lb. as from April 17. Also as 
the tinners have not, at present, increased their 
charges, there will not, consequently, be any increase 


in tinning extras for the time being. 
a 











lans for the rebuilding of the west wing of Down- 
ham county sec. girls’ school, which have been 
approved by L.C.C. Ed. Comm. ‘Est. cost is £38,018. 
ee ee ee architects’: dept. have 
ared plans for the erection of 48 flats in three 
bl s on a site in Aberfeldy-st., by East India 
Dock-rd 
Pop! lar. — Scuoov. — Farquharson & MaMorran, 
FFRIBA. 14, North Audley-st.,. W.1, are the 
architects for the erection of a school for 180 














A NEW PARQUET FLOOR 
“THE 

WINDSOR 

FLOOR” 


Patent Number 544228 
e SEASONED OAK 


@ CHEAPER THAN ANY 
OTHER HARDWOOD FLOOR 


@ AVAILABLE NOW 


SOLE AGENTS : 
ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, WIGMORE PLACE, LONDON, W.1 
LANGHAM 2256 








July 21 1950 


children on site of Bow-rd. open air school. Pre. 
liminary plans have been approved by L.C.0. Ed. 
comm. Est. cost is £67,697. 

Poplar.—War Damace Repatrs.—L.0.C. Ed. comm, 
have eperovee plans prepared by Cecil C. Handi- 
syde, A.R.I.B.A., 4, Ridgmount-st., W.C.2, for war 
damage repairs and improvements ee _ Tomes 
Green’s school, Poplar. Est. cost is £11, 

Stoke Newington.—L.C.C. Housing pov “4 have 


approved a scheme prepared by the council’s arehij- 
tect for the erection of 47 flats, a laundry, % 
perambulator sheds and a fitted playground on the 
Kennaway estate, extension. Est. cost is £91,881, 
Wandsworth.—Scuoo..—L.C.C. Ed. comm. have 
approved preliminary plans prepared by council’s 
own architect for a primary school for 400 bess 


and girls and 320 infants at Clapham Park, Wands- 
worth. Est. cost is. £133,290. 

Wimbledon. —CONVERSION.—B.C. have approved 
conversion of “ Hillcrest,” 28, Leopold-rd., into six 


self-contained flats. Long & Booth, architects, 52, 
Brook-st., W.1. 

Wimbiedon.—F.LAts.—Conditional approval given 
by B.C. to construction of block of two flats at 23, 


Home Park-rd. 


imbledon.—Hovsinc Scueme.—Boro’ S. is to pre- 

pare plans, ete., for road works for Lake-rd. 
housing site. 

Wimbledon.—Hovusine Estate.—Boro’ S. has 


arranged to undertake preparation of survey-levels 
and construction of roads and sewers for West-side 
housing estate. 

Wimbledon.—Store.—B.C. have approved erection 
of addition to premises of Kennards, Ltd, 
Victoria-cres. 

Wimbledon. —Synacocur.—B.C. have deferred sub. 
mission to M.O.H. of a Compulsory Purchase Order 
to enable committee of the Wimbledon Synagogue 
to erect single-storey building on sites of 44-46, 
Worple-rd. T.P. consent given May 16, 1949. 

Wimbledon.—TRANSFORMER SuB-House.—B.C. have ' 


approved erection of transformer sub-house adjoin- . 


ing Wimbledon Laundry, Cranbrook-rd. 

Woolwich.—Sit—e FOR EXTENSION TO 
L.C.C. housing comm. propose to sel Castle House = 
and grounds, Woolwich, about 10.5 acres in extent, 
for £16,640, to the South-East Metropolitan’ 
Regional Hospital Board for an extension of the 
Woolwich War Memorial Hospital. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aspull.—U.D.C. propose 6 houses at St. 
beths-rd. and 6 houses at St. Johns-rd. ‘ 

Birkenhead.—B.C. a plans for new police 
headquarters at £59,000 

Blackpool.—B.C. approved plans, 6 houses, for 4. 
Lewis, 248, Fleetwood-rd.; extensiong to factory at 
Devonshire-rd. for Symbol Biscuits, Ltd. 

don.—U.D.C. to build 68 bungalows for aged 
persons. Plans by N. Hindmarsh, Council Offices, 
East Boldon, Co. Durham. 

Caernarvon.—T.C. preparing final Ly my for bro- 
posed Cae Mur estate. J. J. Feave 

Chester.—T.C. received further silecation of 57 
houses. 

Durham.—The R.D.C.’s building programme for 
next year will include ‘0 houses at Church site 
at Framwellgate Moor. R.D.C. to apply for sane- 
tion to borrow £52,640 for 48 houses at Bea” ark 
and £78,493 for 68 houses at Bowburn; ylang 
approved for office and canteen block at Coxhoe fot 
Steetley Co., Ltd. 

Garstang.—R. D.C. og further 10 houses at 


i 


Eliza- 


Pilling. W. M. Kelley, S. 
Hartlepool.—T.C. received sanction to build 5 
houses. Plans by B.E. 


Houghton-le-Spring —U.D.C. to erect 48 houses. 


Plans by 8. 


Lleyn.—R.D.C. received additional allocation of 
50 houses. ; 
Matlock.—U.D.C. propose 30 Unity-type houses at 


Bulling-la., Crich. 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. ‘has received sanction 
to build 24 houses. Plans by the surveyor, Ww. 
Weatherley, Council Offices. F 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. received M.H. sanction 
to erect 24 houses at Mount Pleasant, Throckley. 
J. A. Weatherley, S. 

Newcastle.—C. sity Council propose 12 more police 


houses at £16,000. Plans by City A. 
Runcorn.—R.D.C. propose further 91 houses this 
year. 


Saddleworth.—f.C. approved _ erection of 4 
primary school at rear of Springhead garage. 

Sunderland.—T.C. received M.H. sanction te 
borrow £593,793 for erection of 466 houses at Penny 
well estate and £155,383 for 126 houses on samé 
estate. 

Tyldesley.—U.D.C. 
15 houses. 


received further allocation of 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

9 Denotee accepted by H. M. Government D 
ments. 

Ashington.—Erection of a three-storey block of 
flats in Alexandra-rd., for U.D.C.: *Direct labour. 
. — Tenders accepted by T: 
J. Armitage, A.M.I.Mun.E., M.RS1, 
Municipal-bldgs. : 40 houses, Prior Park neat 
*J. H. Pierce, Osborne-rd., Berwick, £ six 
houses aud shops, Prior Park estate, *J. H. ge 


Hospitau.— ! 
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£12,000; 
houses, 


internal wiring of 300_pre-war 


Berwick Radel Electrical Co., Berwick, 


council 

000 
Ppeverley. —Erection of 10 houses = Elierker, for 
B.D. G. Palfreyman, ES. & Arch., %, Market- 
pl., Beverley: *Harold Needier, ee. 


ragon-st., Huli. 
Pazagonst. —Erection of hy houses at Skidby, for 


RDC. G. eg iS. & Arch., 3, Market- 
Beverley: *H. Needler, Paragon-bldgs., Para- 
gon-st.. Hu'l. 


Birkenhead.—Erection of Laird-st. prim. school, 
for E.C.: pS Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warring- 

£58 
oteck — of 38 houses = the Higher- 
croft site: *Works Department, £50. 
Bolton. — Dining accommodation = (a) Haulgh 
county prim. school, (b) Victoria county prim. 
school, (c) St. Paul’s C. of E. school, Astley Bridge: 
(a) #4. D. Primrose, Bolton: (b) and (c) *Wm. 
Seon & Sons, Ltd., Bolton. 
Bootle.—Houses, for B.C.: at Sternix-la., *J. 
Hughes cere Ltd., 34, “prick: rd., Liverpool, 
£93,506; 24, at 28, Acre site, Ford Station, *Wood- 
end Building Co., Lid., 232, Rice-la., Liverpool, 
£27,936. 

Bradford.—120 ‘‘ Easiform ” 
*John Laing & Sons, Ltd., £156 
Chertsey.—12 flats, Page rd., 
for U.D.C.: *E. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., 


Tieslanten—76 houses in 3 contracts at 3 sites, 
for U.D.C. Architects, Scott & Clark, Regent- 
chbrs., Wednesbury: 34 houses, Wilkes-ave., and 34 
houses, Morris-ave., *Shutt & Co., Ltd., 44. ans 
loo-rd., Wolverhampton, £44,200 and £4 8 
houses, Station-st., *J. Ashmore (Builders), rae 
Bromford-ia., West Bromwich, £9, 

Darlington. — Erection of 54 "new bedroomed 


a at Bierley: 


Addlestone, 
Addiestone, 


houses on the Haughton South Site, for T.C. Boro’ 
A., E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bldgs., Darlington: 
*¥. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York, £66,805 (subject 
to M.H. approval). 

Dudiey.—Adaptation of Albert House as home for 
aged: *Darbey Bros. (Sedgley), Ltd., Bilston-st., 
sedgley, £8,879. 

Dudley.—New junior school at Bowling Green, 
‘or E.C.: *B. Whitehouse & met, Ltd., 247, Monu: 
nent-rd., Birmingham, £95,7. 

Eastbourne.—Conversion os Trevin Towers, 
Gandick-rd., into home for aged persons, for C.B. 
8. G. Scales, A.R.I.B.A., Nationa] Provincial Bank- 
chbrs., Terminus-rd. 

W, J. Brooker & Sons (Eastbourne), Ltd., 

Eastbourne ... 

Reger Building “Works, Ltd., Ringmer, 


£18,458 


18,064 

Walter Llewellyn & Sons, “htd., Eastbourne 17,965 
Keith Andrew & Co., Ltd., Bastbourne . XT537 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Eastbourne... 17,289 
Mark Hookham, Ltd., Eastbourne . 16,775 
G. Gower & Sons, Ltd.. Eastbourne 16,650 
re & Betteridge, Eastbourne 16,590 
J. Bessant, Ltd., Eastbourne 16,307 
t Hudson. & Son, "Eastbourne 16,212 
& E. Luck, Ltd., Eastbourne... . 15,838 
J. G. Robinson & Sons, Ltd., Eastbourne ...15,721 


(Subject to M.O.H. approval.) 

seepenene. ‘Erection of block of 24 flats at the 
Bourtiy-st reconstruction area: {Ringmer Building 
Works’ Lid.. £33,713 (s subject to M.O.H. approva!). 
Fulham. —Council’s architects’ department have 
prepared plans for the second part of the Hurling- 
ham housing scheme, comprising 70 flats: *John 
laing & Co.. Ltd. (Extension to existing contract.) 
Est. cost is. £128,010. 
Gateshead.—Erection of 82 houses at Banky Field, 


for T.C. H. J. Cook, chief architect, Municipa:- 
bldgs., Gateshead: *A. V. Clerey & Sons, 14, Fred- 
erick-st., Sunderland, £105,960 


Gateshead.—Erection of 10 houses in Huxley-cres. 


and 23 in Barry-st.. for T.C. H. J. Cook, chief 
architect; *J. J. Hedley, 6, Oxford-st., Newecastie- 
on-Tyne; 


Gateshead.—Erection of 84 houses on the Lynd- 
hurst estate, for T.C. Cook, chief architect: 
*J. Clark & Son, Ltd., Gregson- terr., 
Durham, £114,180. 
Gateshead.—Erection of 35 houses on section ‘“‘ A” 
of the Lyndhurst estate, for T.C. H. J. Cook, 
chief architect: *J. Clark & Son, Ltd., Gregson- 
terr., Seaham, Co. Durham, £48,786 (negotiated 
Price approved by M.O.H.). 

Halesowen.—Erection of fs flats at Hasbury Farm 
estate: *Shaw Bros., £22,1 

Hartlepoot.—Erection of ie houses at the Town 


Seaham, Co. 


hevat for T.C. B.E., R. H. Snowball: *Direct 
iaDouT. 

Hartlepool.—Erection of houses in the Hart-rd. 
area, for T.C. H. Snowball, B.E.: *T. M. Stone- 
house, Ltd. Osborne- rd., West Hartlepool, 6; W. W. 
Brazel, Ltd., Raeburn-st., West Hart! epool, 6; and 


direct labour, 8 (all approved by M.O.H.). 
Hartlepool. —Office alterations in Ferry-rd., Mid- 
dleton, for Richardson Westgarth & Co.,  Ltd., 
marine engineers: *Direct labour. 

yn —Houses. for U.D.C.: 108. at Sketchley 
Hill estate, 20, at Red Hall estate, 10, at Mill-ta.. 
Earl's estate, and 6 at Station-rd., Ear] Shilton: 
Hinckley & District Builders’ Federation, £182,800. 
itkeston.—Houses at Kirk Hallam estate, for B.C. : 
10, “Sherwin Buiiding Co., Ltd., Hickings-la.. 
Stapleford, £12,474; 116, *A. Mason (Contractors), 

Kirkland-ave., Mansfield, £137,7 

Jarrow.—Erection of two. schools at , ow. 
Glen, Pigg at Jarrow, £103,000; *Myten & Ca., 
ull, £34.00 
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Liverpool.—Houses for T.C.: 589 at Croxteth, 
*Unit Construction Co., Ltd., £817,943; 477 ai 
Speke, *Unit Construct:on Co., Ltd., £685,540; 2 
on the Lyme Grove estate, *J. L. Rawsthorne & 
Son, £45,280: extension to existing contract by a 
further 60 flats at Evelyn-st., *Barton & Sons, Ltd., 


£105,000 (all subject to M.O.H. approval). 
L.c.c.—Construction of five-storey block (No. 2) 

of 45 flats, 20 peramubutator sheds and a fitted 

playground at Rodney estate, Southwark. 


Thomas Bates & Sons, Ltd., Romford . £68,804 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 64,893 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., Kensington 64,286 
Hall, Beddall & Co., Ltd., Lambeth ... 63,825 
Thomas & ~— Ltd.. Woolwich ... ... 63,627 
xeo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Camberwell ... 63,512 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury : oe. 490 
Speirs, Ltd., ‘Westminster .. 62,369 
Charles S. Foster & Sons, Loughton «au. Ga 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., West- 
minster 7 an ie 62,226 
hk. F. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 60,322 


Comparable — of Director of Housing and 
Valuer is £60 

Convio on Edith Vilas site, Fulham, of two 
five-storey blocks, containing 60 flats, a laundry 
with a club room above, W perambulator sheds and 
a children’s fitted playground :— 


C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn . £115,868 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn «-» §=115,54 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury .. 114,567 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham a .. 112,981 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 112,669 


M. J. Geeson, Ltd., Cheam ... 112,454 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Westminster 112,126 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 111.986 
William Nicholson & Son (Leeds), Ltd., 

E.C.4 as Si sae --- 011,362 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 109,650 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 109,169 
*William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Willesden ... 106,413 
Comparable estimate of appointed_ architects, 
Messrs. N. Cachemaille Day & Partners, is 
£107,548. 


Construction of six blocks containing 238 flats, 
and other works at St. Paui’s Way site, Stepney. 
The rates and prices in the priced bills of quanti- 
ties for blocks 4 and 5 (contract A) will be used to 
value the cost of constructing blocks 2, 6, 7 and 13 


(contracts B and C) :— 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., High Holborn £170,720 
Westminster 166,593 


Griggs & Son, Ltd.. rf as 
Wa'ter Lawrence & Son, wer Finsbury .-- 165,444 


F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 163,665 
Lavender, McMillan. Ltd., Worcester Park 163,116 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury.. ... 162,890 
K. H. Smith (C roydon), Ltd., “Croydon ... 162,524 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington 162,495 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., West- 
minster mn a .. 162,586 
&. T. Rowley ‘(London), Ltd.. Tottenham 159,218 
A. E. Symes, I4d., West Ham 158,947 
iw J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., ”West- 

158,755 


minster 
“owen "& Partners, Ltd., St. “Marylebone 158,200 
Comparable estimate of Director of Housing and 
Valuer is £156,274. 
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L.c.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value placed 
by L.C.C. during period ending July 11. The adap- 
tion of Wenlock-rd. school for use as a secondary 
technical school, Field Davis, Ltd.; the extension 
of the playground at Haverstock Hill secondary 
school, St. Pancras, James Shackell & Co., Ltd.; 
the installation of electricity in 268 flats in Duke’s- 
court and York-st. dwellings, Westminster, and 
Shelton-st. dwellings, Holborn, Arthur Scull & 
Son, Ltd. 

The cleaning and painting at Halstow-rd. school, 
Greenwich, J. Scott Fenn, Ltd.; the cleaning and 
painting at Salter’s-hill school, Lambeth. Clarke 
Barton & Co., Ltd.; the cleaning and painting at 
Rangefield primary’ and g serge secondary (B) 
school, Lewisham, J. Scott Fenn, 5 

{London (Admiralty). » Sorclnes of contracts 
placed by civil engineer-in-chief’s dept., Admiralty. 
—Shotley, H.M.S. Ganges: Erection of 104 houses, 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 40, Lady-la., Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 8:— 

Building work: Thomas Gill & Sons, Rupert-st., 
Norwich. Painting work : C. J. Else & Co., Ltd., 
Bakewell-rd., Matlock, Derby; A. Bagnall & Sons, 
Ltd., Navigatiun- st., Wolverhampton. Resurfacing 
work : The Peumaenmawr & Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co., Ltd., National Bank-pldgs., Fenwick-st., Liver- 
pool 2. Maintenance work: Y. J. Lovell & Sons, 
Ltd., Marsham la., Gerrards Cross, Bucks: R. Cor. 
ben & Son, Ltd., ‘West Borough, Maidstone, Kent; 
Perry & Williamson, Ltd., 148, St. Marks-rd., Wol- 
verhampton. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended July 8:— 


London: Ministry of National Insurance, 
Wandsworth. Erection _of temporary office, 
Geo. Parker & Son, Ltd., 124. Sumner-rd., 


Peckham. Durham: Hallgarth-st., Durham, Erec- 
tion of two-storeyed office building, Thos. Clements 
& Sons, Ltd., Dene Joinery Works, Selbourne-gdns., 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Essex: Witham, Erection of new office, 
Adams & Mortimer, Ltd., Chipping Hill, Essex; 
Temporary Post and Sorting Office, Rainham, 
Erection of hutting, S. Cronin & Son, Ltd., Britania- 
rd., Warley, Brentwood, Essex 


Hampshire: M.B.X.E., Christchurch: Erection of 
workshop and demolition work, G. J. Furneaux, 
Ltd., 251, Barrack-rd., Christchurch. Lanarkshire: 


Montrose-st., George-st., Glasgow, Erection of per- 
manent offices, W. J. R, Watson, Ltd., 81, Great 
King-st., Edinburgh. Middlesex: Alperton, Rein- 
statement of factory building, W. S. Try, Building 
Contractors, Cowley, Uxbridge 

{London (War Dept. ). — Wake contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended July 8: 


Herefordshire: Painting work, 8 iifred Bagnall & 
Sons, Ltd., Hereford. Staffs: Miscellaneous work, 
Geo. Linnecor & Sons, Ltd., Birmingham. Cheshire: 
Miscellaneous work, L. ‘L. Roberts (Cheshire), 
Ltd., Wirral. 

Lancashire: Miscellaneous work, Tallis Bros., 
Liverpool. Middlesex: Preservation of nissen huts, 


Bitumen Industries, Ltd., Slough. Hampshire: 
Painting work, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash (two 
contracts). Wiltshire: Hutting work, James & 
Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington. 


Notts: Miscellaneous works, Geo. 
Beeston. Yorkshire; Painting work, 
Ltd., Harrogate. Hampshire: Building 
Reema Construction, Ltd., Salisbury. 
Manchester.—Erection of Oldwood county 
school: *Integrated Constructions. Ltd., London; 
sub-contractor for erection, *F. J. Gibson 
(Builders), Ltd., Wilmslow; adaptation at ‘‘ New- 
holme,” West Didsbury, *Mr. Arthur Fenton, Man- 
chester; 10 shops, 10 flats and 10 garages at Wood- 
house Park and Moss Nook S.E, Sub-Centre, *C. H. 
Godfrey & Son, Ltd. 
Mansfixld.—14 aged persons’ 
ing-st., for B.C.: *E. C. Rippon, 
£15,294 (subject to M.O.H.). 
Matlock.—Additional 10 mori at 
estate: *O. Gration & Son, 
Mirfieid.—14 houses and 8 , = at Hopton- 
la. and 6 houses at Kitson Hill estate, for U.D.C. 


Archer & Cu., 
Topham Bros., 
work, 


pr.m. 


bunga‘ows at Bird- 
Ltd., Mansfield, 


Hurst Farm 


*Jones & Sons, Ltd., 3, Thirlmere-rd., Dewsbury, 
£34.000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Extensions to premises in 
Grainger-st., for Sculpher Shoe Specialists: *J. 
White, Ltd., Team Valley Trading Estate, Gates- 
head; new shopfronts and s:gns included, 


Norfolk.—Additional accommodation at’ Caister- 


on-Sea Mixed Country Primary School, for E.C. 
G. W. Oak, A.R.1.B.A., County Education Office, 
Stracey-rd., Norwich :— 

Daniels & Mace. Brundali .. £2,528 
E. Bush, Junr., Winterton 2,146 
Morrett Bros., Drayton 1,965 
*H. R. Trett, Martham 1,879 


Northallerton. — Erection of six houses at The 


Crescent and eight in Valley-rd.. for U.D.C.: 
*Moody Brothers, East-rd., Northallerton, £21,852. 
Nuneaton. — 6 houses at Clifton-rd.. for T.C.: 


*Highfield Builders, I4d., 5, Queen Victoria-rd., 
Coventry; 32 aluminium bungalows at. Clifton-rd., 
*A. W. Hawkesley, Ltd., Hucclecote, Glos., £42,530 


Portsmouth.—New. Divisional Police Headquarters 
at Cosham, for T A. Thomas (F.), “ Beres- 
ford,” Northern-rd., Cosham, Portsmouth. 

A. E. Porter & Son, Ltd., Portsmouth ... £64,1 

W. T. Nicholls, Ltd., Southampton 63,529 
Jno. Croad, Ltd., Portsmouth . 60,439 
J. R. Basford, Gosport 55,831 
Roy Corke. Ltd., Portsmouth 55,496 


ory otek 





Fi2 
Chris. Coles, Ltd., Portsmouth ee ... £54,741 
Payne Bros., Farlington se ane soe 54,510 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., London ... te ... 54,400 
. & A, Sprigings, Portsmouth = .. 53,973 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 
















ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





Phone or write : 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


R. J. Winnicott, Ltd., Portsmouth ... £53,354 
R. H. Lynn & Co., Ltd., London --. 63,002 
S. Salter, Ltd., Portsmouth _ ... as «- 53,292 
Cortis & ‘Hankins, Ltd., Farlington ... .. 52,971 
Chapman Lowry & Puttick, Ltd., Hasle- 

mere . — ats ine ae «-- 52,794 
Hawkins Bros., Ltd., Gosport 52,179 
Howe & Bishop, Ltd., Portsmouth ; 51,999 
H. Howard & Son, Ltd., Portsmouth 50,669 
ao Lay & Co., Ltd., Portsmouth ... 50,268 

‘ Collins. Ltd., Farlington 10,046 
ate Gosport and District Builders’ 

Guild, Ltd., Portsmouth See we» 49,725 

. H. Day, Farlington ... 49,030 
Reading.—Public service vehicle garage, Basing 
stoke-rd., for C.B. Borough Surveyor: *Claude 


Fenton, Ltd., Rosehill Park estate, Emmer Green, 


Reading, £18,142. 








THE 
LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE 


INSURANCE C® 


ro 





INSURANCES ON 


BUILDINGS in course of ERECTION 
LOWEST RATES 
; Head Offices: 
155, LEADENHALL ST., LONDON, E.C.2 
45, DALE STREET, LIVERPOOL 


Chief Administration: 
7, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 

















gv» Ventilator 


IN USE 


9 
Boyle's 
OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 





























July 21 1950 


Ryde.—Eight pairs of houses at Salters-rd. w. 
Rowbotham, A.M.I.Mun.E., Borough S. Q: antities 
by Norman Shears & Partners: Burden A Co. (St. 
Helens, I.0.W.), Ltd., St. Helens, I.0 23,076, 

Saltash.— Erection of 15 pairs of pause 








ton site, for B.C. Boro’ S., Church House, Saltasiy, 
*Geo. H. Webber, Saltash, "£33, 672. 

Scarborough (Yorks).—Houses, for B.C., at East. 
field estate: 50 “‘no fines ’’ houses and 20 houses 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London; 24 houses’ 
*Charies Coates (Scarborough), Ltd., 6, Centra): 
chbrs., Westborough ; 22 houses, *F. C. Heptinstali 
4. Westover-rd., Scarborough: 20 houses, *Ermnest 


Hunter (Scarborough), Ltd., Beaconsfield-st. 
Southwick.—30 houses, Ridgeway extension hous. 
ing estate, for U.D.C.: Grovers (Lancing), Ltd. 
Lancing, Sussex, £38,829. 
Wallsend.—Erection of (A) 20 houses in Station: 
rd. North, and.(B) 16 houses in St. Peter’s-rd., for 


T.C. Boro’ E., G. N. Teasdaie: (A) *N. Willis 
Shields- rd., Walkergate, Neweastie, £22,671; (B) 
*R. Gofton & Son, Front-st., Monkseaton, 


£20,445. 

Wallsend.—Conversion of hostel into housing ae. 
commodation, for T.C. G. N. Teasdale, Boro E.: 
oa H. James, Archer-st., Willington Quay, Walls. 
enc 

Washington (Co. Durham).—New council offices, 
for U.D.C., in place of premises destroyed by fire. 
Architect, Edwin M. Lawson, Barras- bidgs., Barras 
Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *D. Gen, Ltd.. Albert- 
rd., Jarrow-on-Tyne, £34,615. 

Washington.—Erection of new council chamber, 
for U.D.C.: tDavid Glen, Ltd., Jarrow, £34.65 
(subject to M.O.H. approval). 

Waterloo-rd.— Reconstruction of the Church of St 
John, ee ne Architect, Thomas FP. Ford. 
F.R.I.B.A., 189, Victoria-st., S.W.1: ‘*Holliday & 
Greenwood, Ltd., Buckingham Palace-gdns., SW 

West Bromwich.—18 flats and maisonettes, New. 
town estate, for T.C.: *Sir A. McAlpine & Sons, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton, £20,673. 

Wimbledon.—9 flats in Merton-rd.: tWestminster 
& County Estates, Ltd., Earlsfield, £14,397 








BROAD-ACHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 


for Partition & Cavity Walls 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4SOUTH WHARF. 
PADDINGTON.W,2,: PADdington 706! 
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= ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-4 
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